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VALE 
JOHN GIDDY 

Garry Sharp and Wahring Soaring Group, VIC 

THE WAHRJNG SOARJNG CLUB SADLY ADVISES THE WIDER 

GLIDING COMMUNITY OF THE PASSING OF MR JOHN 

GIDDY ON 27 MAY 2009. THIS GLIDING CLUB EXISTS 

LARGELY DUE TO JOHN 'S EFFORTS AND GENEROSITY. 

j
ohn told me his family encouraged 
him to take up glid ing as a hobby 

after the loss of his w ife, Deborah. 
I didn't know John well in the early 

stages of his flying, but I am sure that 
he approached it with the same enthu
siasm and thoroughness that seemed to 
typify everything he did . 

Our club started life at Mangalore, an 
a irfield that hosted a lot of power traffic 
which significantly disrupted our gliding 
operations. John was a driving force in 

helping to acquire a site for the exclusive 
use of the gliding club at Locksley, and 
this was a big step forward for us. His 
efforts in this regard are an indication 
of John's commitment to his fellow club 
members and to flying generally, and 
we had a number of very pleasant and 
convivial years of flying at this site. Whilst 
John thoroughly enjoyed his own flying 
he spent much of his time helping to 
get others into the air. He was always 
there with an encouraging word for new 
members, as well as providing guidance 
and support for other club members. 

One of John's roles at the club was 
that of Airworthiness Administration 
Officer, and he performed much of 
the ma intenance on the club's gliders. 
He was especially good at this task; 
his attention to detail and powers of 
retention never ceased to amaze, even 
with the Blaniks which he disliked due 
to their maintenance-intensive design. I 
think John 's analytical mind was annoyed 
by the lack of consideration that the 
aircraft's designers showed for the people 
who wou ld have to mainta in them. It 
was understood by all in the club that 
if it had been a hot day and John had 
been working on the Blaniks then it was 
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prudent to give him a wide berth, until 
he had had a cold drink in the club house. 
Nonetheless, he kept them in fine fettle . 

Despite the frustrations of working 
on fiddly mechanisms John had a quiet, 

almost steely, determination to ach ieve 
what he set out to do. On one particular 
occasion, a small stopper had been 
pushed past the opening in the water 
ballast tank of a fibreglass glider and 
looked to be impossible to retrieve from 
the tank . John devised a way of removing 
it, and I remember him being most 
chuffed at the successful retrieval of this 
errant stopper. 

In the early times there was a pleasant 
atmosphere and great camaraderie that 
developed at Locksley. Unfortunately, this 
atmosphere was tarnished with some very 
unpleasant behaviour by other parties 

that destroyed t he enjoyment of our club 
environment, and through no fault of his 
own John was put under great pressure. 
It was during this t ime that I began to see 
more and more of the quiet determination 
that carried John through to the conclu
sion of this chapter in the club. 

John was faced with an adversary 
who was very challenging to his sense 
of fa ir play and decency. Throughout the 
whole unhappy episode he rema ined 
composed, polite and restrained, but all 
the while, retaining his determination 
to see common sense and decency prevail: 
the mark of a true gentle gentleman. 

When our tenure at Locksley came 
to an end, John continued as a member 
at the new site at Wahring and set up 
a maintenance area in one of the hangars. 
As his illness overtook him and precluded 
him from participating in hands-on acti
vities, he contin ued to contribute to the 

club by passing on what he could of his 
accumulated knowledge on airworthiness 
and flying matters. Significantly, he gifted 

his three single-seat gliders to the club. 
Our club owes John a debt that we 

cou ld never have repaid. 50 as a symbol 
of our gratitude and to keep his memory 
a live, we have created a trophy to be 
awarded annually to the club member 
who performs the most significant and 
selfless contribution to the club. This is 
called the 'John Giddy Perpetual Trophy'. 
I am pleased to say that the committee 
was able to award this in person to the 
inaugural recipient .. . John Giddy. 

John was also well regarded in the 
wider gl iding community, and highly 
respected by officers of the Gliding 
Federation of Australia . He had made a 
number of contributions to the safety 
aspects of gl iding and was be ing groomed 
for a position as RTO Airworthiness for 
Vicffas, a post he would have served with 
distinction had his illness not intervened. 

John 's passing has left us all poorer, 
no matter in what capacity we knew him, 
but I can say on behalf of the gliding 
community that his memory and his 
legacy will live on. Farewell John, it has 
been a privilege to know you . 

Ever onwards and upwards. ........ 

Soaring Australia 



Gliding Federation To Improve 
Safety Management 
Daryl Connell, GFA President 

WELL, IT IS TIME TO MAKE A MOVE AND IMPROVE OUR MANAGEMENT OF SAFETY. THE INITIAL 

DISCUSS IONS HAVE BEEN HELD, A DEGREE OF CONSULTAT ION HAS OCCURRED, INCLUDING WITH 

COMPETITION PILOTS , RESEARCH HAS BEEN DONE, THE SCEPTICS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED IF NOT 

CONVINCED, A SMAll TEAM HAS BEEN SET UP (SEE PHOTO) AND STARTED WORK, RECOMMENDATIONS 

HAVE BEEN MADE AND THE BOARD HAS SAID "YES, LET'S DO IT". WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A SAFETY 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (SMS). FOR THOSE ASKING WHY, HERE ARE SOME REASONS: 

1. Yes, GFA does have a lot of good 2. The international standard set by with 5M5. The result was enthusiastic 
safety features: our procedures, our ICAO requires all aviation bodies endorsement of the benefits. 

documentation. our club system, to have a documented safety 4. It has been suggested that GFA safety 
member-to-member peer review, half management system in place. performance has stalled somewhat in 
a century of accumulated experience, 3. All aspects of aviation have recent years and needs a kick along. 
some very good people, and so the demonstrated the particular suitability So what do we have to do? It is quite 

list goes on. But there are some gaps, and applicability of SMS to aviation. simple really, as the basics are very basic. 

as we all know: the unexplained On this point I attended the Safeskies The key elements of a SMS are to identify 

accident, the near miss that is not conference 2007 in Canberra, and the risks relevant to the activity we wish 

discussed. the overdue check, the the theme was 5MS. Representatives to conduct, then Plan, Do, Check and Act. 

hurried Form 2. Anywa}; our accident from RPT, GA, sports aviation, military, To illustrate, let 's say the activity is to 

record is not acceptable, no matter regulators and support organisations conduct a cross-country flight. 

how well the statistics may compare. from South East Asia, US, UK, and Look at the risks attached to this flight 
Australia all spoke on their experiences and how do we dea l with them - eg, . bad 
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The Safety Management System ISMS) Team. 
left to right: Jenny Thompson. Aaron Stroop. 
David Pietsch. Peter Gray and Daryl Connell. 

terrain and stay high. Then PLAN the 
flight. Carry out the flight, the DO, and 
record any bad safety experiences. Report 

and review those safety issues and decide 
how to avoid them in future - this is the 
CHECK. AG is applying those learnings 
on the next flight and then following the 

system again. 
In this example many of the steps 

are already carried out routinely, but 
not all of them and not all the time. If 
there was heavy landing damage it may 
not be reported. Or if it is, it may not be 
analysed to help avoid a recurrence, and 
any learning may not be passed on to 
other members. An SMS will encourage us 
to fill in these gaps for the benefit of all. 

This is just a quick overview, and of 
course there is more detail. Importantly, 
the SMS will apply to all groupings in GFA 

and will be different in detail for each 
group. The Risk Analysis will produce a 
different outcome for, say, the executive 

than for a club. One has the responsibility 
for, say, the Manuals of Standard Proce
dures, while the other has to properly 
maintain the club fleet. Yet the elements 
of Plan, Do, Check and Act apply to the 

Board, the Executive, regions, clubs and 
independent operators. 

The SMS philosophy, details and some 
helpful tools will be rolled out in coming 
months and all members will be invited 
to become involved. I would encourage 
all to consider it carefully. ~ 

aan\{stoWn » Sydney 
'2 september 
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A Visit to the Moyes Factory 
and Flying 5tanwell Park 
Janni Papakrivos 

TWO GOOD FRlENDS OF MINE LIVE IN SYDNEY, 10 MINUTES AWAY FROM THE MOYES FACTORY. 

SHEER COINCIDENCE OR FATE? BEFORE MY TRlP I EMAILED VICKI AND WAS DElIGHTED TO 

HEAR THAT RENTING A GLIDER TO flY THEIR HOME SITE. STANWElL. WOULDN 'T BE A PROBLEM. 

WHO NEEDS A PARAGLIDERAFTERALl? 

~
rived in Sydney on a beautiful Friday 
morning and spent the next three days 
touring the city and catching up with my 

friends. Sydney is just great with its 
rather spectacular harbour and many 
beautiful beaches and parks. Massive 
flying foxes (or fruit bats) and tame 
sulphur-crested cockatoos everywhere. 
I've never been to Australia before. but 
must say that despite what I was told by 
my British friends, differences to the US 

are striking. Meals are smaller. coffee is 
served in porcelain cups and one is not 
expected to tip waiters, which, in all 
fairness, translates into mediocre service. 

I thought Sydney had a very European 
air about it, so I felt right at home. I had 
also completely forgotten that in Australia 
British traffic rules apply, steering wheel 
before the passenger's seat and driving on 
the other side of the road that is. Funny .. . 

1144·1146 Botany Rd 
Botany NSW 2019 

Tel 9316-4644 

On Monday my friends dropped me 
off at the Moyes factory in Botany, a 
much anticipated highlight of my trip. 

The factory was smaller than I expected, 
spanning two stories of perhaps 10000ft'. 
Vicki showed me around and I was very 
impressed with finally seeing for myself 
how gl iders were assembled. 

The main room was big enough 
to put two gl iders together and was 
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surrounded by several smaller rooms for 
carbon-fibre tube and harness production. 
Another room was reserved for the 
assembly of Dragonflies. 

The sail loft was on the second floor, 
and it was there I was introduced to 

Steve Moyes who was busy laying sails 
out on the laser cutter. I noticed the 
wooden floors with holes for the sewing 
staff right away. Rather than having to 
kneel on the floor they were standing 
semi-sunk inside the floor operating the 
sewing machines. Interesting. 

I had a nice chat over coffee with 
Steve, he was interested in hearing about 
malaria while I was burning to ask him 

questions about the future of the Lite
speed and Moyes in general. It seems the 
big star there is Gerolf Heinrichs, Austrian 
physicist and chief designer with Moyes. 

He left for Austria before I arrived and 
everybody referred to him as 'the Genius'. 

I asked Steve where Moyes was going 
with the Litespeed, but could only get 
general answers out of him. like the 

replacement of wires with the advent of 
new materials and that everybody thought 
the performance peak had been reached 

15 years ago - he didn't share the general 
grim outlook on glider performance. I 

August 2009 



Jann; makes friends with the locals 

couldn't get more out of him. Still, a con
spicuous smirk on his face told me they 
had more up their sleeves. Understandably, 
information on new glider models wasn't 
going to be shared with me. Still, I was 
stoked at being given the time by him, 
Vicki and some staff members who were 
all very nice and friendly. 

Later that week they invited me along 
for lunch, Tess repaired the holes in my 
harness, and Matthew and Jonny Durand, 
who seemed to be recovering from a bad 
hangover, helped fine-tune it . Hassle-
free and free of charge, wow! I even 
got a job. For an hour or so Moyes let 
me assemble batten lever t ips. Hopefully 
nobody is going to fall out of the sky 
with those! 

Turned out I was going to fly Stanwell 
the same day I arrived at the factory. Test 
pilot Martin thought it was going to be 
too strong, but Steve insisted it would be 
alright. We decided to follow the wise 
man's advice and Steve just gave me the 
keys to his car and told me to go. What, 
what, what? I couldn't believe it, the man 
didn't know me at all! 

Soon thereafter I was chasing Martin 
all the way to Stanwell Park in Steve's 
car with a new Litesport 54 on top. 
Driving on the 'wrong' side of the road 
was nerve-wrecking and seemed more 
dangerous than jumping off a cl iff in a 
giant kite. I managed okay and after a 
40-minute drive we arrived at Stanwell, 
located perhaps 50km south of Sydney. 

What a site! Right on the Pacific, tree
covered cliffs and hills everywhere. It was 
blowing straight in 15 to 20kt and pilots 
were busy setting up their gliders. From 
launch Martin showed me where the L2 
was, a narrow lip of sand in between 
two rotor-producing dunes. Towards the 
water it merges with the beach. It looked 
very technical and small, I wasn't so sure 
anymore. Martin explained the approach 
to me and pointed out the possible danger 
of rotors rolling off the dunes. He then 
left me to it and I was very surprised that 
August 2009 

nobody else bothered me with questions 
pertaining to my rating or experience. 

Aside from a few chit-chatty pilots, 
the locals left me alone and I actually 
appreciated the laid-back attitude. No 
harm in setting up, I thought, so I went 
ahead and rigged my Litesport. 

Gliders are set up flat at Stanwell 
because of the high winds. I watched a 
few pilots launch and land, despite the 
wind no wire-crew was needed, take-off 
conditions were unbel ievably smooth. 
I told myself 'the hell with it', got in my 
harness and moved towards the edge 
off the cliff. I asked a pilot to talk me 
through launch and then went for it . 

No run was needed, I took three steps 
and went up in the smoothest air I have 
ever flown in. The lift band reached way 
out to over the ocean and after an hour 
in the air I was buzzing up and down, 
in and out of the ridge, having a ball. 
I couldn't believe I was still climbing 200m 
out front over water. It was so cool. 

The Litesport, despite being tiny 
and loaded Bacil-style, flew just like my 
Litespeed. The glider climbed as well as 
everything around me and was pure fun 
to toss around. What a toy, and fast too. 
Iloved it. 

After three hours in the air I decided 
it was time to land. It was a challenge 
to get down. I had to head out over the 
ocean again to lose altitude. My approach 
was too high, so I flew a few S-turns which 
didn't do much good. Still high and now 
on glide I pulled in to my waist and dove 
it in, hoping I'd be alright. Came in like 
a shooting star and landed perhaps 100ft 
shy off the water on white sand. My 

My toy for a day 

whole landing felt like a nil wind landing 
on my Litespeed and I was shocked to 
see it was doing 10 to 15kt on the beach. 
I was clearly too big for the glider. 

Still, landing at sunset in front of 
breaking waves at a location as fabulous 
as Stanwell was fantastic. I'm stoked. 

In conclusion, I'd like to thank the 
Moyes factory for their tremendous 
generosity and kindness. If you are 
looking for a new glider, check the new 
Litesport out. It's gorgeous, a monster 
climber it seems and definitely goes like 
stink. With all the carbon f ibre in it. 
it weighs next to nothing, too. ..." 

Soaring Australia S 



PREPARED 
Geoff White, CFI 

I AM IN TH E VERY FORTUNATE 

SMALL GROUP OF PILOTS 

WHO HAVE THE LUXURY OF 

HAVI NG MY OWN AIRSTRJ P 

ON MY OWN PROPERTY WITH-

IN CLOSE PROXIM ITY OF 

THE RESIDENCE. AS A RESULT 

I HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO FLY REGULARLY AND ANOTHER FEATURE Of LIVING AT MY OWN AIRPORT IS THE REGULAR VISITS 

FROM PASSING PILOTS WHO CALL IN FOR A HOT COFFEE AND A CHAT. 

~
centlY a good mate of mine. Alf Jessup. 
who flies from the West Sale airport. 
was overhead our property in his XT 

912 when I heard the distinctive 
sound of the Rotax 912 and immediately 
grabbed the VHF airband radio and 
advised him to call in for a coffee. 

After a chat and coffee, Alf stated he 
was intending to fly to Yarram airport, 
located approximately 22nm from my 
home, so I decided to join him for the 
short flight across the ranges to the 
magnificent coastal area to the south. 
I was flying my own XT 912 with a Streak 
3 wing. The weather was warm and it 
was only a short flight and we would 
only be gone for an hour or so. I made 
no preparation for the flight with the 
exception of a thorough pre·flight check 
and donning a flight jacket. 

A LITTLE EXCURS IO N ... 
The flight across the ranges was as 
spectacular as usual, after which we 
descended down to follow the deserted 
beaches to the south of the township 
of Yarram. I needed to heed the call of 
nature and decided to land on one of the 
many wide open deserted beaches while 
Alf flew on ahead. I selected an area 
approximately one kilometre long and 
approximately 400m wide and descended 
to land into the five-knot wind on the 
hard sand. 
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I touched down and was slOWing 
down when I suddenly noticed the sand 
spraying out from the front tyre. I imme
diately applied full power, but the aircraft 
continued to slow down. I now had the 
aircraft at maximum power and plough
ing through a stream of soft sand at only 
walking speed. 

The front wheel continued to plough 
deeper into the soft sand and soon the 
bottom of the cockpit was also dragging 
on the sand with the aircraft almost sta
tionary. This continued for approximately 
40m before it was apparent there was no 
chance of the aircraft becoming airborne 
again, so I decided to reduce the power 
and start to form a plan as to how I was 
going to extricate a bogged aircraft. 

Then disaster struck. As the aircraft 
stopped completely, the front wheel twist
ed in the sand and the aircraft toppled 
onto the left side and the wingtip buried 
into the sand. 

ASS ESSI NG TH E DAMAG E 
As I climbed out of the seat I observed a 
significant amount of petrol flowing from 
the carburettor overflow lines and this 
fuel was pouring onto the hot exhaust 
manifold. I was able to right the aircraft 
when I noticed the left side leading edge 
of the wing was bent . 

I stepped back from the aircraft, took 
some deep breaths and began to assess 

the situation' was in. Most importantly 
I was not injured. but the aircraft was 
clearly disabled . I was attempting to 
call Alf to advise him where I was when 
I noticed that the antenna wire had 
sheared. The full realisation of what had 
happened and the gravity of the situation 
was now becoming apparent. I was alone, 
without communications, on a deserted 
beach. without water even a hat on a hot 
day, with a disabled S60000 aircraft which 
was bogged in the sand and an incoming 
tide imminent. 

I removed the wing from the airframe 
and checked the entire aircraft - it appear
ed that only the wing was damaged. 
Surprisingly the Rotax 912 started imme
diately. By standing beside the aircraft 
with full power applied I was able to 
eventually d islodge the aircraft from the 
soft sand, but it was still only able to 
reach a slow walking pace on full power. 
I was able to walk the aircraft base to a 
nearby sand dune and get above the high 
tide mark which resolved my immediate 
concern. Then I heard one of the most 
beautiful sounds I have ever heard: The 
familiar Rotax 912 was audible. 

R ECOVERY 
I looked skyward to see AWs familiar blue 
and white wing heading in my direction . 
Alf had obviously retraced his flight back 
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to where we had last had contact with 
each other and had located me. 

Alf circled overhead and saw me 
wave, so he knew I was okay even if 
the XT 912 wasn't. The VHF airband 
radio was not working, so I took the 
UHF CB rad io antenna off the wing and 

connected it to the UHF radio to test it 
for a repeater channel signal and heard 
the familiar hiss as it transmitted. I then 
called on several channels before I was 
able to communicate with a local UHF 

radio enthusiast. I never found out who 
this person was, but he was able to make 
several phone calls for me to enable me 
to commence the recovery process and 
establish communications with a local 
pilot who also had a UHF radio. 

The recovery process was a tedious 
and long-winded operation requiring 
Alf to fly back to my property to collect 
another wing and then drive back to Port 
Albert with a trailer to deliver the wing 
to the Yarram Coast Guard. The wing was 
conveyed by boat to my location where 
it was then set-up with the help of Coast 
Guard personnel. The damaged wing was 
then shipped back to Port Albert where 
Alf was waiting. 

I manoeuvred the aircraft away from 
the very small area of soft sand which had 
caused this incident, walked the length of 

the take-off area I had chosen and noted 
that all of this sand was compacted and 
very hard. I said thank you and goodbye 
to the very decent and helpful members 
of the Yarram Coast Guard and commenced 
the take-off for the half-hour flight back 

to my home. 

I N REFLECTION ... 
I have written this article to share my 
experience with other pilots and it is fair 
to say that a great deal was learned from 
the entire incident. 

Hidden Dangers 
The area where I landed was a very thin 
line, approximately eight metres wide, of 
soft sand in the middle of a large open 
flat area of approximately 10 hectares of 
very hard compacted moist sand. The area 
surrounding the point where I landed 
was so hard and firm that a three-axis 
aircraft landed within 30m of my bogged 
XT 912 several hours after the incident. 
It was possible to walk across the surface 
without leaving a footprint with the 
exception of the very small area that I 
had landed on. There was absolutely no 
indication either from the air or from the 
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ground that this area was any different 
to the surrounding very hard sand. It is 
my suggestion to avoid landing on sand 
surfaces unless the pilot has confirmed 
that it is safe to do so. 

Communication 
I usually carry a Sat-phone and mobile 
phone while flying, but on this occasion 
I did not. When the VHF airband rad io 

was made inoperable as a result of the 
sheared antenna lead, I had no commu
nications to other aircraft nor was I able 
to use the 121 .5 emergency channel. It is 
my suggestion to always carry a mobile 
phone and preferably a Sat-phone whi le 
flying, as effective communications are 
of paramount importance in the event of 

an incident of this nature. A UHF CB radio 
is also a very good back-up and made it 
possible on this occasion to recover my 
aircraft within a reasonable time frame. 

Expect the Unexpected 
When the aircraft became bogged in sand 
it took a significant amount of digging 
and pushing to extract it from the soft 
sand. I then had to pack up the wing and 
with constant walking around in the soft 
sand I became quite fatigued and soon 
very thirsty, as it was a hot day and I was 
in an open area without shade. I had not 
eaten during the day prior to the flight 
and after the strenuous activity I also 
became quite hungry which may have 
sapped more valuable energy. I now 
always carry a bottle of water, some con-

fect ionary and a hat in addition to the 
first aid kit which is permanently stored 

in the aircraft. I also carry matches, a 
signal mirror and a pen and paper to note 
times and relayed phone numbers, etc. 

The Value of Mateship 
The last recommendation I make is to 
find a good mate of the calibre of Alf 
Jessup. Alf later stated to me that he is 
unwilling to ever land on a sandy surface, 
but also stated that if he did not see me 
walking around the bogged aircraft and 
confirmed that I was okay, he would 
have chosen to land regardless of the 

consequences to ensure I was provided 
care in the event of my being injured. 
Alf was also involved in most steps of the 
recovery of myself and the aircraft and 

without his help during the afternoon it 
is probable the aircraft and possibly my
self would have remained there overnight 
in deteriorating weather conditions until 
the following day. Alf is one of the nume
rous examples of the decent and genuine 
people who have a shared common 
interest in aviation. 

The wing was repaired at Airborne 
and I am still flying regularly even when 
not training new student pilots. I now 
ensure that I am significantly better pre
pared for an incident with each and every 

flight I undertake - whether it is for a 
short half-hour flight or for an extended 
cross-country flight. 

Enjoy flying . 
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WHAT IS THIS FETISH 

FOR OLDER GLIDERS? 

John Ingram 

p(0uPle of weeks ago, Robin Richter 
suggested - egged me on - to 

bring out the K7 one Monday so 
that the 'new boys' could see and experi
ence a wooden glider. Since it was the 

f irst K7 to be bought by the Adelaide 
Soaring Club, it would be appropriate. 

On Saturday 16 May, I attached the 
trailer (and glider therein) to my car and 

started towing it out of my driveway; 
well, this time I left the water tap in place 
although I just missed it. An uneventful 
drive to the ASC saw the trailer at the 
'rigging area' ready for Monday. We 
hoped for a reasonable day. 

Robin suggested we tow the trailer 
to 05 and rig at the launch point. I had at 
least four will ing helpers, and we had the 
K7 rigged fairly readily, although I still 
haven't determined the best method to 
rig and de-rig from this trailer. Robin and 
I had the first fl ight. No electrics makes 
one f ly by the seat of one's pants. A most 
enjoyable 12-minute flight. Our Monday 
tuggy, Don Hennig, and I left the ground 
at 1505 for a 30·minute flight. Don hasn't 
lost his glider-flying f inesse, he has been 
tugging for a few years now, quite a 
few. Thanks for all your tugging, Don. 
Remember when I started in about 1992 
and I t ried to drag you all over the sky? 

My fourth passenger was Reg Moore; 
yes, this K7 has exceptional trimming. We 
had an 11 -minute flight finish ing at 1618. 

At this time of the year at Gawler, SA, the 
day starts at around 1300 and finishes by 
1530, as there is litt le lift outside these 
t imes. We had six fl ights. Then Robin 
suggested the Wednesday team might be 
interested: "There is plenty of room in 
the hangars at the moment." 

Wednesday 20 May. Was there a fight 
for a flight in the K7! They just kept com
ing. I t ried to reduce the wind noise in 
the back seat using foam plastic - not 
100% successful. There were some note
worthy fl ights. Gabby Hayes actually flew 
the K7 at 40kt; his norm is 140kt. We 
had a 31-minute flight, up to cloudbase. 

Paul Clift next for a 23-minute jolly. Paul 
is repairing the ASC gliders now; a chap 
well worth knowing, the same one who 
put the super glass ships to shame one 
competit ion when they all landed out and 
he got home! Erik now owns VH-GVV. 
Allan O'Halioran, instructor with ASC and 
Balaklava SC, and I stayed aloft for 14 
minutes. Six flights for Wednesday. 

Thursday saw four flights. Noel 
Roediger and I had 20 minutes; then 
I took Bob Foreman up, and we had to 
have more flying time than Noel! What 
is this competitive thing? Bob hasn't lost 
his touch even though he must have 
a safety pilot w ith him now. We had 
a 30-minute flight. 

They all had smiles on their faces, 

and I don't think it was 'wind '. ....." 

VH-GRV: A SECOND K6 AT CABOOLTURE 

Kevin Rodda, from [www.glidingcaboolture.org.au] 

21 
May 2009. After a four-day 
road trip to Locksley Airfield 
near Nagambie in Victoria, 

'Bushy' Bill Wheatley and I arrived back at 
YCA8 with Romeo Victor, an Australian
built Edmund Schneider ES-KA6-1. With 
Bernie 'Speedy' Gonsalves' VH-GSR, a Ger
man-built Alexander Schleicher Ka6-CR, 
having been in residence at Caboolture 
for some time, there are now two K6s at 
YCAB. This now makes a tota l of fou r K6s 

in South-East Queensland, with VH-GTW 

Graham Beck in front 

Photos: Pam Richards, 20 May 2009 

at Warwick with the Air Force Cadets and 
Nigel Arnot's VH-GNO at Boonah. 

The ES-KA6-1 is a version of the 
Alexander Sch leicher Ka6-CR, designed 
by Rudolf Kaiser and manufactured 
in Australia under licence by Edmund 
Schneider Ltd. In 1963 two K6s were 
flown 876km by Karl Betzler and Otto 
Schauble from Germany to France, setting 
a World distance record , In 1964, Wally 
Scott of the USA flew his Ka6-CR to a 
World goal of 837km. 

HISTORY OF 
ROMEO VICTOR 
July 1962: Purchased new from the 
Edmund Schneider factory in Adela ide 
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o [www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au) 

by Marj Peglar of 'Cornwall' near QUilpie, 
QLD. Later owned by Ian Aspland at 

Kingaroy. 
19705: Operated by Goondiwindi 

Soaring Club and Charleville Soaring Club 
(both clubs no longer operate). 

1981-1999: 'Gorgeous Romeo Victor', 
as it was affectionately referred to by 
Marj Peglar, was stored under a house. 

1999: Purchased by Barry Deeth, who 
stored it in his hangar at Caboolture. 

2002: Purchased by Thomas Dattner 

of Mullumbimby, NSW, who, with the 
assistance of Allan Rundle, restored it at 
Tyagarah Airfield (Byron Bay). 

2003: Sold to Walter Dietz (Mangalore 
Gliding Club, VIC) and stored in a hangar 

at Locksley Airfield. 
April 2006: Last flown. 

I made contact with Max Howland 
earlier this month when I saw a letter 
from him to Barry Deeth amongst the 
paperwork that came with GRV. He is 
88 and lives with his wife at Tewantin 
on the Sunshine Coast, and is very keen 
to see Romeo Victor now that we have 
her back in Queensland. On 11 January 
1965, Max took a 1200ft winch-launch in 

Romeo Victor from Benalla, VIC, at 1130 
and landed in Narromine, NSW, ("with 

4000ft to spare, " according to Max) five 
hours and 15 minutes later to achieve his 
second Diamond Distance. On that day 
Ian Patching also made it to Narromine 
in a Mucha, while Maurie Bradney landed 
at Dubbo. 

Only two weeks later, on 19 May on 
his very next flight also in Romeo Victor, 

VH-GRV packed in the trailer 
at Locksley and ready to 
travel. Mattresses between 
fuselage and wings - snug 
as a bug in a rug! 

Another K6 (VH-GNBI 
in flight 

Max achieved Diamond Height with 
a barograph-certified height gain of 
17500ft from a 700ft car-tow launch 

at Oakey, QLD. With the three Diamonds, 
he now had the full Gold C and this 
placed him at No.1 at that t ime on the 
Australian Register. Max's comment: 
"But only No. 412 on the International 

Register. which rather put us Australian 

pilots into context." ...." 

YET ANOTHER MIGHTY K7 RETURNS TO SERVICE 

~
a long-time syndicate member of 

K7 GPG I decided to take on the 
40-year survey, under the super

vision of one of our club members. I 
began with enthusiasm, having been 
part of the team when we did the 30-
year survey over one Easter break, and 
having done all the Form 2s since then. I 
had enjoyed completing an airworth iness 
course at Bathurst in 2006. The gestation 
period proved to be longer than antici
pated, largely because my supervisor had 
his time taken up commencing a new 
business venture, but his knowledge and 
expertise were very much appreciated. 

I sought advice on wood and fabric 
issues from Athol Holtham, which was 
also most appreciated, and after a period 
of delays I asked Athol if he could help me 
to do the fina l inspections. He declined 
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John McCorquodale 

for lack of space and facilities as well as 
time constraints, but he recommended 
Alan and Ian Patching. It so happened 
that I was flying to Melbourne the next 
day, so a quick email to them both, asking 
to meet them during the next few days, 
resulted in an immediate response from 
Ian to make an appointment. 

Ian met me and we drove to Alan's 
home, where we talked non-stop over 
lunch about the best method to make 
some progress. I also showed them the 
log book and photos of the work that 
had been done on this survey. We made 
an appointment to meet at Bacchus Marsh 
in March, allowing all week for the inspec
tion. I drove there from Sydney on the 
Saturday with Rob, one of my partners in 
the syndicate, and after a 14-hour drive 

we found the airfield in the dark with 
the aid of a GPS navigation system. 

Rob and I were welcomed into the 
magnificent clubhouse and shown where 
the bedrooms and bathrooms were, 
and then settled in for the night. We 
wanted to fly on the Sunday to familiarise 
ourselves with the surroundings, and also 
to have currency with aerotow launching, 
as we only launch with a winch at our 
club. We both had two flights, David 
Wilson letting me do the whole flight 
in the magnificent DG505 and signing 
me off to fly the K7 on aerotow. 

First thing Monday morning, we 
found sufficient space in the workshop 
to set up trestles and layout the wings 
and fuselage. Ian and Alan arrived mid
morning and after a mug of coffee and 
a chat we started work. I had of course 
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closed up all 
the openings 

since the original 
inspections, so Ian 

asked for more holes to be cut 
in the fabric and in the wing root ribs, 

so he could give it a thorough inspection. 

The prospect of having to close all these 
up again filled me with trepidation, but 

Australian Agent 
for Davis Instruments. 

ECOWATCH 
Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive 
Kilsyth VIC 3137 

[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au] 

Ian and Alan both had a magnificent 
answer to that problem. 

Having worked on it all day, with 
only a quick break for lunch, we were 

surprised when Ian said, "Now let's go 
and get all the paperwork signed off so 
we can test fly it tomorrow." After two 

years, this was music to our ears! Next 
morning the weather was not looking 

promising, with a completely overcast 
sky and a low cloudbase. However, by 
the time we finished rigging, the tug 
was rolled out, and having finished all 
the deflection checks and a complete 

and thorough DI, we towed it out onto 
the strip ready to launch. Ian did the test 
flight, and came back to declare that it 
flew just like a good K7. Both Rob and 

I took it up: the feeling of having it 
back in the air again was so satisfying, 
as was taking some good friends from 
Melbourne up for short flights. 

Without the expertise and enthusiasm 
of both Alan and lan, goodness knows 
how we would have managed to get 
our lovely old GPG back up there riding 
thermals where it belongs. We are greatly 
indebted to them for their eagerness to 
help us. As new Vintage Gliders Australia 
members, we are looking forward to 
catching up with all the vintage gliding 
crew at Raywood in November! 

[Alan Patching reports that, "We 
are hearing frequently from John as 
to how he and partners are enjoying 
their machine; they are certainly nice 

to fly. " Ed] ...." 

TOCUMWAL 

Go Gliding with the friendly 
team 

SportA viation Tocumwal 
Operates 7 days a week 

World renowned X-Country conditions 

4 times World Champion 
logo Renner available for 

X-Country training 

Basic: Ab-Inltlo to advanced training 

Standard & Racing Class 
AIrcraft for hire 

Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050 
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au> 

(03) 58 742 734 
Flylng@SportAviation.com.au 

web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au] www.SportAviation .com 
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NO CONTESTI 
Matthew Cameron 

IT IS HUMAN NATURE TO COMPETE WITH ONE ANOTHER IN ANY FORUM YOU CARE TO THINK Of, IN 

SPORT PERHAPS MORE THAN ANY OTHER. GLIDING IS NO EXCEPTION AND INVARIABLY WHEREVER 

THERE IS A CLUB, COMPETITION EXISTS. THIS IS EXTENDED TO STATE, FEDERAL AND INTERNATIONAL 

LEVEL FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN SUCH ACTIVITIES, I SAY GOOD LUCK TO THEM IN WHATEVER THEY 

ARE ATTEMPTING. HOWEVER. WITH A DECLINING NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE ENTERING THE SPORT, 

IS THERE TOO MUCH EMPHASIS ON COMPETITION AND NOT ENOUGH ON FUN? UNLIKE OTHER 

SPORTS, THERE IS AT LEAST SOME GRADING IN GLIDING TO ALLOW THOSE INTERESTED TO COMPETE 

AGAINST OTHER PILOTS IN SIMILAR AIRCRAFT TYPES. 

O
her sports are not so fortu
nate. The author is involved 
competitively in a sport 

without grading of any sort, 
so that in competition you may be com
peting directly with the latest Australian 
champion. To be fair I entered this sport 
knowing full well that this was so; I did 
so because I could learn some techniques 
that would be of use to me. Unlike glid
ing there is no formal coaching available 
except at considerable personal expense, 
and I imagine that if some form of pro
gress was eventually shown, even infor
mal assistance would cease. It is not sur
prising that in this particular sport there 
is an extremely low induction rate, let 
alone retention. Why would a young 
person even contemplate entering such 
a sport? Oddly enough, those in charge 
are still wondering why this is so. 

Although I started to fly gliders some
what late in life, I was attracted by the 
fact that you did not have to compete 
in competitions and could set your own 
goals and ambitions without reference 
to others. I have never understood why 
those in the community who lead stressful 
lives would want to use their leisure time 
to add more stress instead of simply going 
out and enjoying themselves for relaxation. 
It is, of course, a very personal decision. 

The changes now in motion to intro
duce the soaring element into glider 
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flying training at a much earlier stage 
of the syllabus are in my opinion a move 
in the right direction. You do not have 
to compete to fly cross-country, except 
against yourself. In its purest sense, cross
country flying is to me the ultimate in 
terms of planning and execution, and 
in addition, if you are not competing 
then who cares if the task you set your
self takes another 20 minutes. Setting 
and then realising a personal task is 
much more satisfying. Others may think 
differently. 

I am not sure if this element in glid
ing is receiving the attention it deserves. 
If we are to encourage the growth of 
cross-country soaring, do we necessarily 
have to stress the competitive element? 
If this element of fun is lacking then there 
are, I suggest, two further issues that 
need to be addressed. For those wishing 
to expand their necessary knowledge 
to become adequate cross-country pilots, 
there is a vast reservoir of knowledge 
available in book form and on the inter
net. Unfortunately there is a percentage 
of the population who has difficulty 
in researching and absorbing this know
ledge outside a formal classroom situation. 
This creates a problem for smaller clubs. 

Additionally, the further flying 
training required to reach an acceptable 
cross-country standard is often left to the 
individual to nut out once the A, Band 

C certificates are obtained. Suggestions 
of how such training might be structured 
may well be aiming too high for indivi
duals not interested in competition. Once 
again, in my opinion a coaching panel 
is a move in the right direction, as extra 
guidance can be applied on an indivi
dual basis . 

As mentioned previously, we are 
very fortunate in gliding to have World 
Class coaches who donate their time and 
knowledge for free. However, for the 
cross-country pilot who is not interested 
in competition, one question must be 
asked: Is the standard of coaching at 
such a high level intimidating to the 
non-competitive pilot? I am not attacking 
the coaches in any way, merely asking 

the question. 
The 'fun' cross-country pilot may not 

be very interested in the latest interpre
tation of the MacCready theory; he or 
she merely wants to reach an attainable 
standard with the ability to fly cross-coun
try with a reasonable chance of success. 
This type of pilot is not interested in the 
finer mathematical details of the sport; 
they just want to enjoy their gliding. 
Certainly there are some clubs who are 
aware of this problem. The opportunity 
exists for members to fly with coaches to 
raise the level of experience on thermal 
selection, centering techniques and other 
useful cross-country issues. ....,... 
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W
hen I first received them, I was 

appalled at the emotional content, 
logic and anger contained in them. 

However, given this, it did make me 

stop and ask if the arguments they were 
making had any val idit y. In particular that 
they had been asking specific questions of 
the Board and not received any comment 
and the cla imed dictatorial nature of the 
current Board. 

The accusations did not seem to f it 
the people I knew, nor make sense as 
there is nothing within this organisation 
that is dictator-worthy! It's certa inly not 
Power or Glory or Fame or Wealth so 

what is it? 

Setting up on the training slopes in 1979 
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The logic to me was then to contact 
the HGFA members I knew in Mark Mitsos 
and Chris Fogg. I never had any prob lem 
in getting hold of them or others, and 
every t ime, whether by phone or emai l, 
I always received clear feedback, answers 

and background information. Some 
answers they could not provide, since 
it was information the Board was still 
del iberating on. 

So I went back to these emails and 
asked my own questions of this group 
and immediately got attacks and abuse 
- very contrasting responses ! Still, to date 
I have not had any clear answers from this 
group. Namely: 

• Who are they? 
• What do they stand for? 
• How are they going to heal this 

situation? and 
What skills would they bring which 

benefit all the members? 
I was subsequently approached in 

June and asked, along with Tracey and 
Peter, if I was interested in coming onto 

the Board as numbers were short and the 
workload was building. 

So you are asking who I am and why 
I was asked? I have thought long and 
hard over this and concluded it wasn't 
so much why, but rather how I came to 
be in this position. For this I have to go 
back to when I started flying . 

It was 1979 and I was livi ng in 
Melbourne. My brother and I did our 
training north of Melbourne. We got our 
licenses without any fuss and a lot of fun, 
bought an old gl ider and were instructed 
to head down the coast for the local 
pilots to take us through our f irst soaring 
flights. We arrived one Saturday morning 
to a beautiful flying day, a little light, but 
perfect for us. The greetings were warm 
and t he site inductions were thorough. 
My f irst instinct on walking to the end of 
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the ramp was to head home and I guess 
the most experienced there noticed this 
and quickly helped us rig our hang glider 
and gently led me out and off the ramp. 

That first flight was fantastic, all 
the training kicked in, the views were 
amazing and the feeling very special. 
We were both hooked that day. 

On our third or fourth weekend we 
had a similar day, but this time a couple 
of new hot shots came down with their 
new solid wings, set up, got in their har
nesses and then proceeded to walk past 
all our lined up wings to the front of the 
queue. They said they could stay higher 
and that they would fly down the coast. 
So we all agreed, they launched and then 
promptly blocked the site leaving us all 
stranded and fuming. Some two hours 
later they landed, came back up and after 
a small break tried to do the same again. 
This time arguments broke out and fists 
flew. After another weekend like this and 
lots of waiting, my brother and I said it 
wasn't worth it and it wasn't what we 
thought flying was about. 

We didn't fly again. 
Some 15 years later in 1994, having 

been away in the UK for this time, I came 
home with an itch to fly again, but this 
time I heard of a new sport called para· 
gliding. I quickly got my licence with lee 
Scott and Pascal who was in partnership 
with Danny here at Stanwell Park. 

In my absence, and throughout the 
past 15 years, I have witnessed and heard 
of many similar stories to my own and 
seen many pilots leave for the same rea
sons my brother and I did. 

I have never known a sport with such 
internal politics and pilots tearing into 
each other out of protectionism over 
sites or rebellion against site regulations 
that preserve the right for us all to simply 
launch or land. 

I often stand back and turn to look 
at the public witnessing these behaviours, 
shaking their heads and walking off. I 
have talked to past pilots from our club 
who remember days of up to 60 hang 
gliders flying on any good day at Stanwell 
Park. Today you are lucky to see 20 or 
more of all craft types with the average 
being more like a dozen . This is from one 
of the largest clubs in the country with 
a membership that is around 10% of the 
total 2300 HGFA membership. 

I would suggest that our behaviour 
towards each other has played a large 
part in our sport's decl ine. 

So what are we doing to help make 
a difference and start helping newcomers 
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fall in love with what we have and that 
is so unique? 

There are some in our membership 
who are so dissatisfied that they would 
like to throw out the current Board of 
the HGFA and go back to times that are 
claimed to have been better, more simple 
and with less involvement, yet more 
communication. 

My point is that there never 
has been a better time, 

Meeting minutes from the past when 
these members last served show this. Past 
articles from Skysailor raise many sim ilar 
issues which we still face today. So what 
has changed? 

Well, I reflected on this and found 
that I had never heard from any HGFA 
member or State representative until this 
year. Sure we have had the President's 
reports and the GM reports over the 
last four years and more, which for me 
has been informative enough. However, 
every year I have received my notice to 
pay for membership and I have paid. I 
understood, grudgingly, that the HGFA 
had to deal with external bodies like 
CASA and that this fee at least covered 
my insurance so I was okay with that, but 
I could never understand why we paid 
the States fees as I had never heard from 
them, I never knew what they did and 
they never made account for themselves 
or what these fees were used for. I also 
never heard anyone else talk about it. 

So I paid them again - determined 
to find out more, but once I got flying 
again I would let it go. 

I suggest that most of us have respond
ed similarly and are now seeking answers 
in light of this yea r's necessary increases. 
Increases which have been minuted as 
necessary by severa l previous boards, but 
have only been acted on by this one as a 
temporary measure in order to get some 

Your e.ecotive has m"neg$d to get us our insurance cover at Isst! 
But 81 increased ~L This i& because we have had too many 
expensive accidanu. Our claims over three yaal'S total close to 
$9.000 - not bad for t0181 premium outlay of about 52,5001 No 
wonder our original imurer. wanted outl In order to achieve the 
COvtH' we have ($250,000 with it $300 ."cess) we have made the 
following points: 
1. The insurance COllars T.A.-H.G.A. members only. 
2. It does not coYer for putwic 5hows. 
3. II you delibet"atety break A..N.O. 95.8 and are prosecuted. the 

insurance is invalid. 
Poim 3 means that if you hit a Cessna al 2.000 ft . A.S.L and 
&urvwe, you w ill be up fOf the personal and property damage if the 
accident occurred in an afea for which II N.C.TAM. does not exist. 
It also refers 10 pefSOMl and propeny damage caused if \IOU 
deliberately buzz someone on the beach Of diff and misjudge things. 
You are covered in the event of emergency landings etc. 
Ustly, we can only 9ft that premium ($10 each) reduced jf we all 
start flying safelV and stop darmging people and propertyl SafelY 
Offit:efs will be protecting yoU" pocket as well as your head if they 
stop you flying. Respect their deci$1ons.. 

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE 

infrastructure in place which will lead to 
a reduction. In fact, some groups within 
our sport are now paying less because, 
more than anything else, the fees were 

Cloudbase over Manila 
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Launching on a perfect evening at Stanwell Park 

~HGFA 

restructured to make them consistent 
and fair across all of our disciplines. 

I have sat on the fence as a 
member for more than 10 years. 

I have flown with an attitude that it 
is my right and stuck it up to anyone who 
tried to stop me, but then I started to see 

that this attitude wasn't great for me, my 
family, my friends. my work and fly ing 
community. I have slowly been coming 
down off that fence and serving in small 
ways on the committee at Stanwell Park. 

It is here, having worked with 
Chris Fogg, Mark and others on the 
DA and licenses for Stanwell after the 
Coronial inquest into a double fatality 
we had, that I came to fully respect 
and understand the choices we have to 
make. To jump in and help set our own 
guidelines, which we manage and which 
are then agreed upon by the local council, 

Flying over Stanwell Park 

has been far easier than hanging back 
and having them chase us and dictate 
what they think is best for us. Because 
if in the end it all gets too hard for the 
council, they could simply shut the site. 

A bi-product of our collaboration is 
that we now enjoy a good relationship 
with our council who recognises our 
efforts and will work with us on future site 
developments - and who knows what else. 

No one board or group can 
promise to ' fix' our organisation. 

Only we can. By looking at ourselves 
and chang ing our own individual atti
tudes we will make a difference. 

The only way forward is if indi
viduals who have questions and 
concerns voice them with an open 
attitude and bring an equal measure 
of answers and solutions. 

For too long we have, by majority, 

sat on the fence, pointed fingers and 
made accusations and got upset at those 
who volunteer to deliberate and make 
decisions on behalf of all of us and for 
the betterment of all our flying disciplines 
and sites. With today's technology and 
by learning new techniques, we can all 
make positive contributions. 

Please don't get me wrong here, 
some of my best memories and greatest 
times have been flying with many of 
you, circl ing wingtip to w ingtip with 
paragliders, hang gliders, sailplanes, many 
eagles and the incredible views, stories. 
times and PBs that you can only share 
with what we do. It really is a privilege 
to be able to fly in such a pure format. 
but right now we need to work together 
not only to preserve what we have, but 
to make it more attractive to others. 

Wishing you all the best of flying 
and a positive future. ....,... 
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HGFA News" 
Mt Borah Flying Limited: 
19 to 27 September 2009 

Due to Radio Controlled model aircraft 

events, PG/HG flying during th is period 

will be limited at Mt Borah. 

Please contact Godfrey for details: 

02 67856545 or <skygodfrey@aol.com>. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CLUB NEWS 

Melbourne HG Club is Moving 
We have been discussing a change of 

venue for our club meetings. Now it is 

finally happening. We are moving our 

meetings away from Station 59 Hotel 

in Richmond and heading back near 

our previous stomping ground. 

Station 59 has not been an ideal 

venue in the past since the introduction 

of 'Open Mike' night s and the accom

panying noise, especially when we have a 

formal presentat ion f rom a guest speaker. 

Station 59 is undergoing renovations 

which may result in a suitable venue in 

future, however, during the transitional 

period it will be even less desirable. 

From 16 September 2009 we will be 

holding our future meetings at the Tower 

Hotel, 686 Burwood Road, Hawthorn East. 

This is located at the V-junction of Burwood 

and Camberwell roads. The t ime of meet

ings w ill not change. A Special 'Auto Club' 

menu w ill be made available to our mem

bers on the nights of our meetings wh ich 

include a pot of beer for a total cost of 

$15. Currently the Tower Hotel also offers 

a Wednesday 'Steak Night' specia l for $12 

if ordered before 7:30pm. 

Formal meeting commences at 8pm 
and informally meet, chat and meal from 

6:30pm prior to the meeting. 
Note: The August AGM will still be 

held at Stat ion 59 Hotel at 59 Church 

Street, Richmond. This w ill be our final 

meeting at this location. 

Notice of AGM to Members of 
the Victorian Hang Gliding and 
Paragliding Association (VHPA) 
Please be advised that the annual general 

meeting of the VHPA w ill be held at 8pm, 

Monday, 17 August at 'The Retreat Hotel', 
Nicholson Street, Abbotsford, Victoria. 

The AGM is open to all Victorian 
HGFA members who are also members 

of the VHPA. Membership of the VHPA is 

free and can be obta ined online at [www. 

vhpa.org.auJ. Membership forms wi ll also 
be available on the night of the AGM, 
but proof of HGFA membership wi ll need 
to be provided. 
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

If you have any questions regarding 

the VHPA or the forthcoming AGM 

then please contact Martin Halford 

<president@vhpa.org.au> or Andrew 

Medew <secretary@vhpa.org.au>. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
FAI NEWS 
17th FAI World Hang Gliding 
Class 1 Championship 
Sport: 

Title: 

Type: 
Date: 

Hang Gliding Class 1 
17th FAt World Hang Gliding 

Class 1 Championship 

World 

21.6 to 4.7.2009 

Location: Montagne de Chabre, 
Laragne-Ribiers (France) 

FINAL RESULTS 

Overall 

1 Alessandro Planer 
2 Jon Durand Jor 
3 Thomas Weissenberger 

Team 
1 Italy 
2 Austria 
3 France 

ITA 
AUS 
AUT 

The full results can be found at 

[www.chabre2009.com/index.php?page=1 

news.htmJ. 

FAI congratulates the w inners and 

thanks the organisers of the championship. 
[Ed: Well done and congratulations 

to lon Durand lnr!] 
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Coaches' Corner 
WHAT DID I LEARN TODAY? 
Bernard Eckey (GFA head coach for SA & NT) 

IMAGINE DRJVING HOME AFTER AN ENJOYABLE FLIGHT AND A NICE DAY AT THE GLIDING CLUB. 

IF YOU ARE YOUNG AND RESTLESS, YOU ARE PROBABLY THINKING OF THE NEXT PARTY ORA GOOD 

NIGHT OUT WITH YOUR FRlENDS. IF YOU ARE FAMILY ORIENTATED, YOU ARE PROBABLY LOOKING 

FORWARD TO A RELAXING EVENING WITH TH E REST OF YOUR FAM ILY. THAT'S ALL VERY WELL AND 

<WITE NORMAL, BUT IF YOU REALLY WANT TO MAKE PROGRESS IN GLlDING YOU SHOULD FIND 

A FEW MINUTES TO ASK YOURSELF: "WHAT DID I LEARN TODAY?" 

H
opefully I get no argument from you 
when I say that gliding is, first and 
foremost, a mental sport. It follows 

that we need to focus on our mind 
if we want to improve as pilots. During 
the day we have probably done a lot of 
things. Some of them were done well, 
and some we had better forget - right? 

. <. .... 1'-1 

hot days, we have turned an initial mistake 

into something positive for the future. 
The list goes on forever, but I'm sure 

you get the idea. Rather than boring 

you with more examples I would like to 
encourage you now to become a little 
more proactive, and investigate how 

we can speed up our learning process 
by giving ourselves regular pointers WRONG! Making mistakes is a very 

effective way of learning, as long as we 
reflect on it and work out how to avoid 
a repeat. It is often said that humans 
learn from the mistakes of others, but 
there is no question that we learn even 
better from our own mistakes. The same 
holds true for positive experiences. 

Winter flying near Mt Beauty and reminders. 

When we have done something very 
well, we tend to remember it for a long 

time and cherish the experience. That's 
fine, as long as an evaluation takes place 
and something is learned from it. The real 
secret is that successful people not only 
pre-plan their action, but also analyse it 
afterwards. This guarantees continued 
improvement and comes in very handy 
when a similar situation arises in future. 

That's what experience is all about. 
Only by reflecting on negative as well as 
positive experiences can we expect future 
improvement. Or put differently, learning 
from a mistake can turn a negative expe
rience into a positive one. 

Let's look at a few examples now. A 
new post-solo pilot might have done two 
consecutive circuits while friends climbed 
away for lengthy soaring flights. Now, 

our new pilot has two options: 
to put it down to misfortune (and 
forget about it), or 
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• to realise that good luck rather than 
good management was relied upon. 
Perhaps the pilot did not identify 

likely thermal sources and might have 
failed to search for lift slightly downwind 
of thermal triggers. The two circuits have 
served no purpose if the pilot erases 
them from memory. However, they can 
change a gliding career forever if the 
right conclusions are drawn and the same 
mistakes are avoided in future. 

But the learning process doesn't have 
to be confined to the actual flying part 
of our sport. On our way home we might 
feel a bit tired and even notice that we 
have a problem with concentration. It 
might also dawn upon us that we have 
not been to the toilet recently, and we 
suddenly real ise that dehydration is the 
likely reason for our trouble. 

Again, we can stop for a quick drink 
and forget the episode, or we can remind 

ourself that dehydration is a serious pro
blem in aviation, and resolve never to 
allow such a situation to recur. If we decide 
to carry a full water conta iner in the 

future and drink its entire contents on 

Dawn flight over rice paddocks in Japan 

Deep down, we all know (or at least 
suspect) some areas of weakness in our 
flying. Smart pilots have already identi
fied them and possibly even considered 
remedial action. However, as human 
beings we dislike doing things we are 
st ruggling with, and instead focus on 
things we are already good at. That's 
human nature and quite normal, but 
if we want to make progress we are 
well-advised to change such habits. The 
question is, how? 

A well -proven method is to write 
ourselves a note and stick it on a vacant 
spot in the cockpit as a permanent 
reminder to focus on improving a par
ticular skill or eliminate a bad habit. 
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The secret to ongoing improvement is to 
keep practising an under-developed skill 
at the exclusion of all others. Only when 

we are entirely happy with the results 
should we move on and tackle something 
else. Remember: amateurs train until they 
get it right, professionals tra in until they 

can 't get it wrong. 
Part of the process is to take a few 

minutes after the f light to score ourselves. 

Work out what went well and how our 
tra ining can be improved upon in future. 

A logbook entry is an excellent 
reminder to continue a systematic 
approach to training, and to ask your
self the following questions: 

• What went well today? 
• What didn't go well today? 
• How can I improve on today's 

performance? 

Let me give an example again. During 
my early flying career I tensed up easily, 
which manifested itself in excessive pres
sure on the rudder pedals. It was very 
annoying, because it was not only tiring 
but also made it much harder to feel the 
air. The solution was straightforward. 
I wrote 'Relax rudder pressure' on my 
cockpit note and focused on el iminating 
this bad habit over time. Because it was 
deeply eng rained, it took almost a full 
year - but it worked ! 

PERSISTANCE is the key word here. 
Don 't expect miracles and tack le only 
one area of weakness at a time. We are 
all creatures of habit . Eliminating our 
bad habits is one of the hardest things 
to do. It requires a departure from a 
deeply ingrained and familiar way of 
doing things. None of us likes that very 
much, but it is essentia l if we are striving 
for improvement. ...." 
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Recession-proofing Our Sport 
Dave Boulter (President, NSW Gliding) 

I 
was recently at a meeting of sports 
administration people in New 
South Wales. It was a workshop 
organised by the Department of 

Sport & Recreation . The theme of the 
meeting was 'Recession-Proofing your 
Sport'. During the meeting one of those 
'light bulb' moments happened. The 
discussion was around the dwind ling 
numbers of people participating in sport. 
An older gentleman stood up and made 
the comment that he was at a similar 
meeting to this around 15 years ago. 
At that meeting only six sports were 
represented. At this meeting there were 
about 60 people representing 40 sports. 
Has the population of Australia grown at 
the same rate as the number of sports? 

It was interesting to hear that other 
sports such as tennis, golf and swimming 
are facing reducing numbers. It all sound
ed familiar. 

Here are some of the issues identified 
(edited with relevance to gliding): 

Participation for Sport-players 
and Volunteers 
• churning 
• people who participate, 

but are not members 
• need to maximise retention 

and recruitment 
champion participation 
- lack of high profile athletes 
older people now playing more and 
not administrating/volunteering 

Sponsorship and Revenue 
reducing income vs increasing costs 

• how do you grow the sport 
with less money 

• retaining members is cheaper 
than recruiting 

• build good contact lists to increase 
communication 

Do we Know What we Need 
to Know? 

need to run surveys, needs analysis 
(use technology) 

• research and evaluation 
• communication 

understand your product 
and stakeholders 
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Venue Availability/Accessibility 
• closure of facilities (sounds familiar 

to glider pilots) 
• venues being hired out to more 

commercially viable options 
(Camden Airport is an example) 

• facilities desperately needing 
upgrades due to lack of funding 

Other Issues 
• capabilities and availability 

of club volunteers 
• privatisation of sports 
• commercial sustainability (identify 

other revenue streams) 
• ability of clubs to survive economic 

crisis (skillslenergy/enthusiasm) 
The workshop then discussed the 

strategies that could be employed to deal 
with the issues above: 

Do we Know What we Need to 
Know? 
• increase communication with 

stakeholders / sponsors - players, 
parents, volunteers 

• research needs, and don't be scared 
to tweak your product. Collect data 
so you can make informed decisions 

• phonelinterview members who leave 
to find out why 

• understand your customers 
• when you know what you need to 

know; you are better placed to sell 
and package your sport to sponsors 
and members alike 

Sponsorship and Revenue 
increase communication with sponsors 
to determine their needs 

• work out strategies with them 
to ensure their needs are met 

• need for synergies between brand 
and sport 

• package like sports/participation 
activities and collectively approach 
corporate sponsors 

Facilities 
• developing partnerships with 

operators and other sports 
• changing traditional thinking 

in relation to venues 
more effective relationships with local 
government (leaseholders to have 
mandatory relationships with clubs) 

Capabilities and Availability 
of Club Volunteers 

availability and flexibility 
of online courses 

• strong support structure (templates 
and resources) 
ensure training qualifications at State 
level match those at National level 

Communication with Membership 
• social network sites 
• Facebook (easy, low cost, low time) 
• access to broad cross-section 
• access - open and transparent, 

or controlled 
• forums (feedback, self-learning 

and awareness) 

• time savings 
• ability to survey for data 
• Survey Monkey 

Fast Food Sport 
• make playing sport more 

time efficient 
• modification of sport 

social competition 
• keep traditional game, but look 

at new products for grassroots 
• trial new products - eg, corpo

rate games 

• play, pay, go 

Ability of Clubs to Survive 
• increase availability of online education 
• modernise the structure and organisa

tional management 
• provision of resources (National 

and State) 
mismatch between the cost of deliver
ing services and the expectation of users 

• change governance models - refresh 
old constitutions 

• localise recruitment programs (state
wide approaches often don't work) 

• up-to-date databases are critical 
to communication with members 

• change paradigm so the focus is 
working as a business, not a sport 

• change the way you currently do things 
Looking at the above list, can you 

identify these issues in gliding? Can you 
relate them to your club? I wou ld suggest 
that if we want things to change, it has 
to be affected at club level. If you would 
like to complain about things, you are 
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welcome. But if you would like 
to change things, start with your 
club, then work on your State 

Association and GFA. Think about 
how you can address these issues 

within your club. 
Since taking the NSW Gliding 

President role, I can say it has 
been a pleasure to work with 
people who are keen to change 

the way we do things: 

• Our Presidents' meeting on 
23124 May at Narromine 

brought together presidents, 

CFls, RTOs and instructors from 
many of our clubs. We focused 

on 'Keeping the members we 
have' and 'How can clubs in 

NSW work closer together?' 

We came away with concrete 

issues identified and actions to 
work within our clubs in order 

to go forward. 

• We have launched and up
graded our {www.nswgliding. 

org.au] website and are work

ing on adding a forum for 

improved discussion and stor

ing the body of knowledge 

we have for gliding in NSW 

• We are in the process of 
unifying our communication 

between clubs using lists that 

contain addresses such as 

<president@whatevergliding. 

com. au> and <secretary@ 

whateverglidingclub.com.au> 

so we can get to the right 

people easier. 

• We have used Survey Monkey 
to find out what members 

want from the GFA Seminar 

on 12 September in Sydney 

• We have launched a Facebook 
page for NSW Gliding and 

issued all clubs with instruc

tions on how to do the same. 

• We have funding from the 
Department of Sport & Recrea

tion for training the commit

tees of our clubs in NSWon 

better management methods 

and improved governance 

We definitely have a long way 
to go, but the easiest way to eat 
a big elephant is in pieces. 
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News From OSTIV 
Alan Patching (Hon. Member) 

T
he President has advised that the 
efforts to have Technical Soaring 
accessible online are almost com
plete, and that Vol. 33 Number 4, the 

October-December 2009 issue will be the first 

available. Of course this is only available to 
members, but non-members will be able to 
receive for free titles and abstracts, and on a 
pay-per-view/download basis, complete papers. 

If you wish to access TS online please 
send as soon as possible your name and 
email address to the OSTIV secretariat 
<I .m.m.boermans@tudelft.ni>. 

The XXIX OSTIV Congress was held during 
August 2008 in LOsse, Germany, at the site 

of the 30th World Gliding Championships 
and John Ashford and myself (at our own 
expense) also attended the annual meeting 
of the Sa ilplane Development Panel held 
prior to the Congress. At this meeting chaired 
by Helmut Fendt (Head, German Glider Certi
fication Department) there were several 
presentations followed by discussions on: 

• crashworthiness and human tolerances 

• implementation of Formula One racing 
car safety in sailplane cockpits 

• amendment on CS-22 landing gear 
requirements 

• status of Cockpit Damage Report 
fire protection in powered sailplanes 

the 'spine shell' to support pilot's comfort 
transponder and ADS-8 developments; and 

• status of CS-22 NPA 2007-12 (the Cockpit 
Crashworthiness NPA) 

OSTIV is trying to obta in information 
about the damage sustained by gliders in the 
case of all survivable accidents in order to help 
assist in the providing better protection for 
the pilot. Overseas clubs have Safety Officers, 

and they are being asked to send a Cockpit 
Damage Report (CDR) which is available on 

the OSTIV website [www.ostiv.fai.orgJ. 
The keynote lecture at the Congress was 

delivered by Prof.Dr.-lng J. Thorbeck of Berlin, 
and titled 'Gliding research - An important 

incubator for the entire aviation' which 
showed how the design of high performance 
gliders has f lowed on to the rest of aviation . 
During the next five days nearly 50 papers 
were given on aerodynamics, flight mechanics, 
design and development, materials, instru

ments, flutter, airworthiness requirements, 
crashworth iness of cockpits, rescue systems, 
convection, lee-waves and meteorological pre
dictions. After review they will be published 
in the quarterly issues of Technical Soaring. 

The XXX OSTIV Congress will be held at 
Szeged, Hungary, the site for the 31st World 
Glid ing Championships in the Open, 18m and 
15m Classes, from 21 to 28 July 2010. The 
Congress addresses all scientific and technical 
aspects of soaring fl ight including motor
glid ing, hang-gliding, paragl iding, ultralight 
sailplanes and aeromodelling . Authors are 
invited to submit abstracts from a very wide 
range of topics by the end of April 2010. 
Gu idelines are available at [www.ostiv.fai. 
orgJ. Anyone interested in attending the 
Congress should contact the OSTIV Secretariat 
for further information. ....,., 

HAPPENED RECENTLY ON AN AIRFIELD 
Martin Feeg 

Maybe I am paranoid, but not too long ago I took over a two-seat 
aircraft for passenger flying, and while doing my ABCD I got rich. 
I found a mobile and a couple of coins. Worse, it was not one of 
these flash new FRP aircraft with fully closed seat pans; it was one 
of the timber, metal and fabric things in which the controls are 
running underneath the seat board. 

Close shave? I would say very close! Imagine one of these objects 
jamming the controls - mixed with Murphy's Law, certainly at a 
very inconvenient point in flight. Personally I don't use ABCD, but 
ABBCDD. The extra B is for Bastards - nasty, sneaky things like those 

mentioned above - and the additional D for Dolly. Since I am so light I would be testing all 
safety margins if the tail-dolly was still strapped on, but even if you fly with a very forward 
CoG it wouldn't be a good idea, as I am sure you agree. 

Safe soaring. 
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
Alex Jones 

F
or the first time in the 3D-year history of 

the HGFA there is to be a Special General 

Meeting (5GM) invoked by more than 

five percent of the membership signing 

a request. The motions on which the 

membership is to vote are to remove five 

members from the Committee. 

We, the 'yes' supporters, have taken 

this course of action because we believe 

the Committee has demonstrated a his

tory of not acting in the best interests 

of the members since taking up their 

positions in April 2008. 

In our opinion the Committee has 

displayed an authoritarian policy attitude 

from their first meeting by making a 

number of decisions which have caused 

some discontent. 

Two of the more contentious decisions 

were to increase the fees by 56% and to 

implement the SARSIG project, in which 

the 3D-year practice of returning the 

State fee component of the membership 

fee back to the State associations was 

discontinued. 

Many and varied reasons have been 

given for the changes, but no documen

tation to support these decisions has been 

released despite frequent requests from 

members. Almost universally, information 

requested by members' enquiries has not 

been provided by the HGFA. The opposite 

should be the case. 

Our constitution guarantees members 

the right to examine and copy HGFA docu

ments. The current Committee policy of 

refusing access to documents is contrary 

to the Rules in our Constitution and the 

spirit of our organisation. 

For 30 years, until 15 months ago, the 

HGFA Committee's culture was one of 

servant to the members - being frugal, 

supportive, consultative, responsive, 

flexible and transparent. 

FUTURE VISION 
The Replacement Committee 

Members' Policies and Plan 

HGFA POLICY REVIEW 
• The Strategic Plan will be reviewed 

to change the focus of planned 

expenditure to that of a low cost 

provider of essential services. 

• HGFA administration will be respon

sive, transparent and accountable. 

No HGFA document will be deemed 

to be confidential except notes kept 

by Committee members pertaining 

to unresolved issues. 

HGFA documents will be available 

to any member on request by email 

or hard copy. 

• The confidentiality clause currently 

used by HGFA admin on their emails 

will be reviewed and changed to ensure 

members feel free to distribute the con

tents of emails to other HGFA members. 
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ACTION PLAN 
L Budget Control and Annual 

Membership Fee Review 
• All budget cost centres will be 

reviewed and each budgeted expense 

item will be examined to assess the 

necessity of the expenditure. 

• The members will be consulted as 

to the whether or not they support 

discretionary items planned or 

budgeted for since April 2008. 
The Committee will roll back fees as 

soon as possible. The membership 

fee will be adjusted to a level 

which is commensurate with the 

reviewed budget and, if possible, the 

difference between $390 ($350) and 

the reviewed fee will be refunded to 

members who have renewed their 

membership since the fee increase. 

For the past 15 months the public 

face of the HGFA Management has to 

us become one of 'the Master', in a time 

when expenditure in many cost areas 

has increased - some by over 100%. We 

find the culture has been unsupportive, 

dictatorial, unresponsive, inflexible and 

secretive. 

We, the group of members who have 

invoked the 5GM, believe the HGFA Man

agement needs to return to policies and 

practices focused on service to members. 

This approach has proven effective 

over 30 years. The recent departure from 

it has produced dispute, conflict and loss 

of members. 

The document, 'Future Vision' con

tains our policies and a list of agenda 

items to be addressed. We believe most 

members support this vision, If you do, 

we urge you to vote 'yes' to all the 

motions on the ballot paper being posted 

to your Soaring Australia address. 

• 8udgeted items will be reviewed on a 
three monthly basis by the Committee 

to ensure budget control. 

• The HGFA Public Liability Policy will be 
reviewed to ensure there is a balance 

between the benefits and the cost. 

• 

All expenses attributed to the GM 

since 1 July 2008 will be reviewed. 

Restructuring will occur to minimise 

bank charges. 

2. Management of the GM 
The GM will be performance managed 

by the Committee. 
All operational decisions will be 

reviewed by the Committee on a 

monthly basis. 

• All receipted expenses will be 
examined on a monthly basis before 

the GM is reimbursed for adequately 

justified expenses. 

• All issues raised with the Committee 
by the members will be acknowl

edged, reviewed and ruled on. 

• Members will be invited to have GM 
decisions made since April 2008 review
ed and ruled on by the Committee. 

• The work load of the GM will be 
assessed and his job description modi
fied to align with the Committee's 

assessment of appropriate duties. 
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3. SARSIG project/State Fees 
Implementation o f SARSIG Model 3 

will cease. 

The issue regarding the HGFA collect

ing and re turning State fees w ill be 

resolved. If the State and Regional 

Associations cannot agree on a com

mon solution, the issue will be decided 

by a referendum of the membership. 

4. Benchmarking of HGFAlOps 
Manual Review 

• The HGFA will be benchmarked 
against comparable organisations. 

Ops Manual review: 

1. To reflect realities of modern 

flying and sites 

2. GM discretionary powers 

3. Compliance with NPRM Part 103 

4. Compliance with industry standards 

5. Project to Recover Lapsed 
Members 

All ex-members who have let their 

membership lapse between 1 January 

2006 and the date of the SGM will be 

offered an incentive to rejoin HGFA. 

These ex-members will be able to 
rejoin HGFA by paying a discounted 

membership fee of $100 for full 

membership which will expire on 30 

June 2010. After membership renewal 

there will be a mandatory skills check 

before the Pilot Certificate is validated. 

6. Committee Meetings 
• Video conferencing will be the first 

preference for all Committee of Man

agement meetings except the AGM. 

7. Committee of Management 
Election System 

• Members will be consulted regarding 

the system of electing the Committee 

of Management. 

The Gliding Federation of Australia 

operates on a Federal Collegiate elec

tion and voting system with the 

Executive members exercising one 

vote each. seven in total at Board 

meetings. In their system, the Non

Executive Board Members, represent

ing each State, have two votes each, 

10 in total thereby ensuring an effec

tive review of the Executive. 

If 75% of HGFA members want the 

present system changed to the GFA 

model a Special Resolution will be 

drafted and put to the membership. 

8. All future work will be tendered 
to the membership first where 
possible, ...." 
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The SGM - An Open 
Letter To All Pilots 
Bob Hayes, President North Queensland Hang Gliding Association, 
President Cairns Hang Gliding Club 

DEAR PILOTS, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A COUNTER-ARGUMENT 

TO TH E SGM REQ!)IS ITION THAT WE HAVE HEARD SO MUCH ABOUT. 

I
t is my feeling that we have heard 
too many arguments from the pro
ponents of this and some balance 

is called fo r. I feel the innuendo, 
false accusations and general misinfor
mation which has gathered around this 
proposal and the a ims it seeks, need to 
be clarified. 

OUR BOARD 
The Board and the members cannot be 
separated. We are one and the same. The 
Board does not exist above members, it 

merely represents us when we do not 
have the abil ity to do so ourselves. When 
an individual accepts a board position, 
not only do they take on responsibil ity of 
the runn ing of the organ isation, they a lso 
find themselves subject to many pieces of 
leg islation wh ich hold them accountable 
financially, legally and eth ically. 

Unlike other members, board members 
will ingly acknowledge the decisions that 
they have made will be held accountable 
under threat of crimina l sanction should 
they not comply with all legislation. 

The SGM group requisition asks that 
we remove some board members. It 
asks members to vote to remove certain 
members of the Board and rep lace them 
with the SGM group-preferred person. 
No reason or explanation as to 'why' is 
given in that document. 

THE 'ACTION PLAN ' 
Now that the 'action plan' has finally been 
made public, we can examine it closely. 

The 'action plan' also does not give 
reasons as to why members should vote in 
this way. The 'action plan' simply outlines 
what the SGM group proposes to do. 

The preamble to the 'action plan' makes 
mention of a 'culture change' and two 
decisions the Board made two years ago. 

What none of us has seen is a reason
able explanation as to why the board is 

to be dism issed just three months before 
new elections are called. Nor have we 
been told why the extreme actions we are 
being asked to approve will fix the issues 
that the SGM group allege a re apparent. 

If the extent of the problems the SGM 
group perceives are not val id, then the 

case for the requisit ion falls down. 
The HGFA has been financially aud ited 

and found to be compliant with Associa

tion leg islation. 
The SARSIGfModel 3 project was voted 

on by members via their State Associa

t ions and approved by the majo rity. 
The Board is bound by the constitu

tion to charge fees necessary to keep the 
organ isation fu lly funded and able to 
meet a ll expenses. 

Member numbers have declined 
steadily again this year. There has not 
been a sharp fa ll in member numbers, 
thus indicating that the fee raises have 
not been a major issue for the majority 
of pilots. 

50, we can see that the perceived 
problems are relatively small when com
pared to the act ions the SGM wish to 
take. A sledgehammer being used to 
crack a walnut is a reasonable ana logy. 

Therefore there must be another 
reason for the SGM group call ing for such 
extreme action. 

A look at the 'action plan' by the 
SGM group might give us an insight into 
their motivations. 

Some points: 
• The General Manager will have all 

expenses for the last two years reviewed. 

The General Manager w ill have all 

operational decisions made in the last 

two years reviewed. 

They will also ask members to decide 

if decisions made by Board members 

two years ago are justified. 
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• The SGM group has stated that they 

will 'performance manage' the GM. 

• The SGM group will 'roll back' fees. 

• The SGM group will stop the SARSIGI 
Model 3 funding project. 

The major theme of the SGM docu
ments I detect is a desire for revenge. 

Why else would all decisions made in 
the last two years have to be reviewed? 
Logic suggests for perceived wrongs 
against some of the SGM group members. 

Why else would the General Manager 
have two-year o ld decisions reviewed? 

The only log ical reason is some of 
those decisions have upset the SGM group. 

Why is the SARSIG project, a project I 
have been involved in, and has the ability 
to deliver exceptional results to all pilots, 
to be stopped after two years work? This 
project will del iver better sites, better 
train ing and better everything than we 
can currently do with the little money 
we used to receive from the old State fee 
system. We in return must provide better 
accountability. We will have a bigger 
pool of money to use by clubs a nd pilots 
giving us the ability to build a better 
future for all of us. We will be able to 
incorporate other members from places 
such as the PICO group as they emerge, 
increasing income and reducing fees paid 
by everyone. 

One explanation may be that the 
some of the SGM members are upset 
about losing contro l of the sma ll amount 
of fund ing they received every year. It 
seems they would rather members get 
less money and fewer results. 

CHANGING WITH 
THE T I MES 
The previous relationship that existed 
between the States and the Federal 
association has been shown to be illegal. 
The old system was developed over 20 
years ago and has never been critically 
looked at. Pilots have been poorly served 
by the old system. It d id not work as it 
should have and we can do a lot better 
with the SARSIG model 3. 

Why are fees being rolled back? 
It was a decision made by Board mem

bers that is unpopula r with some in the 
SGM group. 

The ' rollback of fees' has appeal in 
the short term. I believe that the fees 
will need to rise again, even further than 
before to catch up with the time lost 
because funds will be depleted . 

The SGM 'action plan' pre-amble 
states that never in the 30-year history of 
the HGFA has the requisit ion clause been 
invoked. The impl ication is that never 
before have we faced such drastic times. 

The HGFA has had many more serious 
threats during its history; the issues stated 
above are not a major threat to us and 
no reason to take the extreme actions 
suggested. Reasonable people can nego
t iate these issues. 

Loss of income over the long term is 
a far more serious problem, as is the loss 
of instructors. 

IS IT REAllY DEMOCRATIC ? 
I bel ieve that t he SGM group has over
stated the case for d ismissing the Board 
members listed. 

The arguments being used to justify 
the requisition do not justify the extreme 
actions the members are being asked 
to approve. 

A desire for payback never leads 
to the best decisions being made. 

A strategy to divide pilots with 
Chinese wh ispers and rumour, and then 
conquer through our trad it ional apathy 
appears to be the SGM group's approach . 

As few as 120 members can possib ly 
decide the fate of our govern ing body. 
This is not fa ir to the other 2100 mem
bers who also have a stake in control 
of our futu re. 

If the SGM requisition group had the 
best interests of all of us at heart, as they 
claim, they would wait unti l the election 
in a few months. The candidates would 
st and as individuals. They would state 
the reasons they believe they are better 
suited to the role than other candidates, 
and state what they bring to the table . 
Currently we are being asked to let five 
members represent us through this requi
sit ion without going through scrutiny 
by all pilots. We are being asked to vote 
only on approving their installation to the 
Board, without knowing anything about 
the people who will control the organisa
tion until the next election. The result of 
this requisit ion being approved is a Board 
that will for the first time in our history, 
be controlled by a majority of the execu
tive. I believe this is not in the best inter
ests of all pilots. 

Please think very carefully about this 
Requisition and how you vote. ~ 

Letters to the Ed itors· · · · · . · · . · · .. · · · · · 
& Spins and Dives 
~ It appears that gliding pilots are 
formally taught sp ins but not spiral dives. 
An intentional incipient spin may lead 
to a spiral. How is the early solo pilot, 
who intends to spin a couple of turns, 
able to recognise that the incorrectly exe
cuted spin has degenerated into a spiral? 
Recovery is not the problem; excessive 
speed may be. A steep turn demonstra
tion would suffice during training . 

Leigh Evans, Bundaberg QLD 
<leighevans3@bigpond.com> 

[Perhaps an instructor would like to 
submit an article in answer - Ed] 
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& YourHGFA 
~ Love or hate it - we're all in the 
HGFA, and one time each year, we get 
the chance to make a difference - at 
the AGM. 

To propose a motion for all members 
to decide on, phrase it as a 'yes/no' vote, 
get another member to second your mo
tion, and send it to the HGFA secretary. 

All motions are published in time for 
everyone to postal-vote before the next 
AGM (26 September). 

The secretary officially acknowledged 
my three motions 10 months ago, so look 
fo r your voting ballot in this or the next 
magazine issue . 

For the complete details about AGM 
member motions, look up these items in 
the HGFA constitution: 7.15, 7.16, 7.36, 
7.1,7.37, and 8.12. 

If you have any questions about my 
motions, or want more information in 
order to help in decid ing which way to 
vote - please write to me via <hgfa@ 
chrisdrake.com>. Chris Drake 

~ 
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582 Oil Injection Bracket Defect 
Kev MacNally. HGFA WM Technical Officer 

A DEFECT REPORT HAS BEEN 

SUBM ITTED BY AN HGfA 

MEMBER AfTER FINDING THE 

Oil INjECTION RESERVOIR 

UPPER MOUNTING BRACKET 

CRACKED ON HIS ROTAX 582 

ENGINE. THE CRACK WAS 

FOUND TO HAVE INITIATED 

FROM THE AfT END Of 

THE BEND RADIUS AND 

SUBSEQlJENTlY PROPAGATED 

IN A fORWARD DIRECTION . 

F
urther investigation revealed that 
this fault appears to be fairly 
widespread on Austral ian trikes 
with th is engine configuration 

and has also been found on gyros. 
There is also an implication that, once 

initiated, the rate of propagation of the 
crack may be very rapid. 

The investigation into the underlying 
cause of this continues. In the meantime 
owners/operators of oil-injected Rotax 
582 trikes are therefore urged to inspect 
this bracket both before and after every 
flight . If a crack is detected the aircraft 
should not be flown until the bracket has 
been replaced. A Defect Report must also 
be submitted. The result of this investiga-

Defect Reporting 
The above Defect Report revealed the 
startling fact that it is the one and only 
such report to be submitted by any mem
ber to date. This highlights the inadequa
cy of the reporting system. 

I believe that the main causes of this 
are lack of awareness of members that it 
is an important factor in fl ight safety, and 
that the process of having to download, 
print, fill-out and then post the form 
makes it all too hard . 
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In an effort to facilitate the reporting 
process, we have now changed the format 
of the Defect Report to a template which 
you are able to fill out and send online. 

Submission of the form is the first 
step, without which the rest of the 
journey simply doesn't take place. In 
our current investigation we found a 
few owners who had replaced their 
brackets a number of times and were 
complaining that Rotax were not doing 
anything about it. A manufacturer has 
to be aware that a problem exists before 

tion, probable causes and corrective 
action required will be forwarded to you 
as soon as possible and subsequently 
reported in this magazine. 

My thanks to HGFA Inspectors Gary 
O'Rourke and Terry Edwards for initiating 
this investigation and supplying us with 
the relevant information with which 
to proceed. 

they can attempt to solve it. The path to 
their awareness starts with you, the trike 
owner or operator filing a Defect Report. 

The number of reports received will 
indicate whether the fault is a one-off 
or a trend, so even if a report has already 
been submitted for a defect that you also 
have, you will need to file your own report. 

We are still seeking data on the above 
Oil Injection Bracket Defect. If you find 
that your bracket is cracked, or if you 
have already had occasion to replace it, 
please fill out a WM Defect Report form 
online at [www.hgfa.asn.aul] and we will 
then have the correct data to pass on to 
the manufacturer. ...,... 
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S
ince having resigned from my full time 
employment to make it possible to tow 
at the Forbes Flatlands comp at the start 
of th is year, I have been going through a 
mid-l ife crisis. Having been bitten by the 
f lying bug at the age of four, and being 
a hoarder with an interest in most things, 
I have a huge collection of interests that 
the wife refers to as junk. 

Much of this junk includes flying junk 

such as very old model planes through 
to ultral ights, three-axis motorised 
rigid flying wings, hang gliders and the 
Storch Mustering plane. For years I have 
ridden horses and motor bikes, cycled, 
run, kayaked, swam, skied, caved, hiked, 
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hunted and solo rock climbed some of the 
most extreme routes, but the flying bug is 
always there. 

Having always found socialising diffi
cult, I have done most things on my own. 
The hang gliding has been the least 

Hunter launch 

explored due to a lack of time, suitable 
sites, like-minded people in this area to 
fly with and the social side. Hang gl iding 
on your own becomes rather difficult if 
you get into trouble and no one has a 
clue where you are or what you're doing. 
Many times I have driven out to a launch 
sit e here in the mountains only to find 
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Malibu on tow 

that the wind has changed and is not 
suitable. This is what I mean by a lack of 
t ime. As all the work here on the farm 
gets further behind and the house and 
vehicles fall apart, I can't afford to waste 

a day when I could just start a motor, 
have a fly then do some work. 

NO FLY = DAY WASTED 
Solution found: Cut back on the 
work and make more time for 
learning to socialise and going 
hang gliding. 

After many recent trips out on my 
own, resulting in no f light or flying for 
hours alone, I'd seen a video of Bruce 
Wynne and friends 'Dune Gooning' in 
Sydney. I was very keen to give it a go, 
so when on a visit to Sydney, I met Bruce 
at the Moyes factory and was invited out 
- he didn't need to ask twice. 

A very successful fun-fi lled afternoon 
was had doing seagull impersonations, 
floating and soaring over the dunes in 
the Moyes Malibu. After a few hours I felt 
like I had been on holidays for a week, 
I can't remember having so much totally 
relaxing fun for a long time. 

This brings me to my recent visit to 
Stanwell Park. I was in Sydney with two 
days to fill in. I had come prepared with 
my harness and a single-surface gl ider 
hoping for more dune soaring. The fore
cast was no good for dune soaring and 
the direction was no good for Stanwel l. 
The pessimists told me t here was no 
chance of fly ing Stanwell, so I went there 
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On arrival there w as a huge 

number of spectators and a few 
paragliders set up hoping for a 

wind sh ift. Within a short t ime 
they got the wind shift they were 
hoping for and with it came a 
gradual increase in strength. As 
the paragliders started to climb, I 
set up for my f irst Stanwell flight. 

All ready for launch I suddenly 

felt very nervous, a very strange 
phenomenon for me. All these 
people were milling around 
me with sti ll and video cameras 
waiting to f ilm my launch. I have 
flown a lot of air shows, f ly-ins, 
test flying and comps with out 
feel ing like this. As I picked up 
the glider I was struggl ing to 
control the roll, I was not in 
a good position to launch, but 
rather than ask all these people 
to get out of my way so I cou ld 
move to a better launch position 

with little expectation and the hope of a I j ust ran the glider off the hill making 
sled run to the beach as the forecast wind a rather untidy and by far the worst 

was not going to be real strong. launch I have ever made. I had the feeling 
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Taking off at Forbes 

I had disappointed the paparazzi by 
not crashing. 

Away from the crowd I started to 
relax and enjoy soaring out over the 
ocean. It wasn't long before a Moyes 
Malibu joined me. This is when I made 
my second dumb decision for the day. 
As I followed the Malibu up the coast it 
became apparent that the Malibu has a 
much more efficient climb than my Falcon 
II and soon climbed away from me. 

As we headed back down the coast 
the wind shifted more south, giving us a 
headwind. Once again the Malibu cruised 
on by, reaching the launch area with ease 
whilst I scratched by getting rather low. 

The wind picked up again and I got 
good lift on the southern side of launch, 
allowing me to climb once again well 
above launch. I looked at the top landing 
area and considered landing for a snack 
and a drink. Knowing that the wind was 
not ideal I made a precautionary run over 

the landing zone to feel it out before 
I committed to a landing. With a planned 
approach I came in, making a perfect 

top landing. 
After a short break, and another less 

than ordinary launch, I was once again 
fly ing, cruising up and down the coast 
until the full moon came up over the 
ocean (I would love to see the footage 

that was being shot on video by an 
unknown spectator). After another top 

landing I packed up and headed down 
the hill to where I had been invited to 
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stay with local instructor Curt and louise 
Warren for the night. 

Sunday morning brought rain and 
gusty conditions. Curt and I set off for a 
cross-country run on foot with Abbey the 

dog. As we looked up and down the coast 
f rom the top of the range, it didn't look 
good for flying, but as Curt had tandems 
booked, we had to get back just in case 

it came good. 
Breakfast and coffee out of the way 

we headed up the hill to the launch area. 

The rain eased off and during the lulls I 
felt it would be okay to launch the Falcon 
so I set up. Ready for launch I wasn't 
feel ing the nerves that had plagued my 
launch the previous day. Robert offered 
to help me and as I hooked in Tony 
Armstrong, who was about to take a 
tandem up, came over offering to help 
as well, commenting that seeing my less
than-ordinary launch the previous day, 
I should never hesitate to ask for help 
when needed. 

As the lull came in I made a steady 
launch, riding the elevator slowly out 
over the ocean where I stayed f lying in, 
out and around the rain showers. As the 
wind increased I was in a good position 
high and well up wind. I followed a sea 
eagle across the gap and eventually 
landed on the southern beach landing 
zone. Once again Tony Armstrong came 
to the rescue giving me a lift back up to 
collect my car. Thanks Tony! 

A recent family trip to Newcastle was 
another great unplanned day out. Taking 
my wife to visit Wazza on the boat, we 

got a call to say, " It's on at 
Hunter, do you want to change 

your plan and go with us, you 
could fly my Sting III ?" Dumb 
question, "Just tell me how to 
get there and I'm as good as 
there." At this stage my wife, 
Anet, was thinking she had 
been set up, after all wouldn't 
we be needing a retrieve driver? 
Hey, thanks for the offer you're 

always so helpfu l. Then another 
call from Wazza, "It is an 
advanced cliff launch!" "That's 
okay. I'll check it out and make 
a decision up there, I'll even 
drive for you if I don't launch." 

On arrival Conrad showed 
me the launch and expla ined 
the launch technique: two steps 
and dive off the cliff. Whilst 
setting up, Tony Barton showed 
up, he had a tandem booked. 

I had a talk to Tony about 
cl iff launch technique and the 

present cond it ions on launch. 
I have a lot of respect for Tony after 

watching him instruct his students. Tony 
has a great approach to teach ing safety 
and competency. 

After watching Conrad launch I was 
feeling 100% confident of making a good 
launch and not at all nervous. Tony and 
Wazza helped me line up and on my call 
I made a positive launch. It wasn't long 
and we had nine gliders up cruising the 
ridges and beyond. Wazza was flying 
the Litesport whilst I cru ised around 
t rying out the Sting III 154 which, at 
my 70kg, is a great performer with very 

easy, predictable, allround handling from 
launch to landing. 

My only complaint was I couldn't 
catch the litesport. Okay, no complaints, 
another perfect day. Thanks, Anet, for 
the retrieve. 

Being a member of the Dusty Demons 
- an awesome group of very keen hang 
glider pilots - it is great to see that there 
are other groups of hangies out there 
who also enjoy their sport and support 
each other, as well as visiting pi lots. 
Thank you to these clubs, the individuals, 
instructors and tandem operators who 
assist viSiting pilots like myself and keep 
the sport alive. ...." 

My thanks to Curt and Louise Warren 
[www.Warrenwindsports.com.au}. Tony 
Armstrong [www.hangglideoz.com.auJ 
and Tony Barton [www.air-sports.com.au]. 
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MY NAME IS TRACEY HAYES, THAT'S ME ON THE LEFT IN THE PHOTO WITH THE SHINY NEW 

MICROLIGHT! THE OTHER GUY IS MY HANG GlIDERlTR1Kf PILOT FRI END FROM THE UK. MARK 

W
e had just returned 
from an early morning 
flight over the Atherton 
Tablelands in my brand 

new machine. She only had about an 
hour logged at that time! Bob and I have 
managed to get around 45 more hours on 
her since then. 

The reason I am writ ing is because I 
have recently been appointed to the Board 
of the HGFA and wanted to say 'hello' . If 
you are like me, I bet you couldn't name 
all the Board members off the top of your 
head if asked! Well, obviously I can now, 
but if asked a few weeks ago I would have 
been hard pressed! 

So, a bit about myself. I am a micro
light pilot and learnt to fly in 2005 after 
my hubby, Bob, gave me a TIFF for my 
birthday. We are now onto our second 
trike! I have always wanted to learn to fly 
a chopper, but Bob swears he won't give 
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me a TIFF in one as we can't afford to buy 
a chopper! 

Apart from being a trike pilot, Bob 
is also a hang glider pilot and instead of 
choosing to be a hang gliding 'widow', 
I took the opportunity to go along and 
spectate. That was eight years ago. I 
am now certified in professional 'hang
waiting' and have progressed to chief 
hang-check performer, glider launcher, 
official videographer and photographer 
and retrieve driver/beer deliverer! I am 
very familiar with every paddock and pub 
in the Port Douglas and Tablelands area. 

I am also the SecretarylTreasurer of 
the Northern Queensland Hang Glid ing 
Association. I recently helped to imple
ment and now maintain the new Cairns 
Hang Gliding Club website [www.cairns 
hangglidingclub.org] if you want to check 
it out. 

What do I do for a job? I have been 
operating my own successful photography 
business for almost 10 years. I mostly shoot 

weddings and I love it! I have become 
known as the chopper photographer as 
I love to fly when other photographers 
are not so keen! I have had quite a few 
weddings involving helicopters at some
one else's expense. Always good as I still 
get to go flying when I am working and 
getting paid for it is a bonus. 

Contrary to popular belief, the Board 
does not meet in person every month for 
coffee and cake. The cost and logistics of 
this are just not practical. Since my appoint
ment to the Board I spend around an hour 
a day reading, considering and replying 
to emails regarding HGFA business. 

My appointment is only until April. 
but I hope that in this time I can make a 
valuable contribution to the organisation. 

Safe flying. ....,... 
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GFA News • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
INTERNA TI ONAL NEWS 

Glider racing at the World Air Games 

Torino (Turin) 2009, Italy, ran from 7 

to 13 June. In this, the world's biggest 

gathering of air sports, some 300 athletes 

from 41 countries and five continents met 

for a week of competition to determine 

the World Air Games Champions in 10 

different air sports, including glider 

aerobatics and glider racing in the new 

GP format. Some of the world's top 

glider pilots battled it out in Grand Prix 

style racing, culminating on 13 June in 

a final between the top six pilots, with 

the following results (see also [www. 
worldairgames.org]): 

NATION COMPETITOR GLIDER 

1 POL KAWA Sebastian Diana 2 
2 ITA GALEnO Giorgio Ventus 2ax 
3 NED TERMAAT Ronald Ventus 2ax 
4 ITA GRINZA Giancarlo Ventus 2ax 
5 GER BUCHTHAL Michael Discus 2ax 
6 USA GARNER James Ventus 2B 

See [http://webscoring.wag2009.com/ 

Gliding) for racing results. Also, see the 

GFA Executive Officer's Report in this issue 

for mention of the Australians participat

ing in other international events, which 

are either in progress or yet to begin at 

the time of writing. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
fAI NEWS 
FAI Claims to 30 June 2009 

A BADGE 

FRESTEL, Peter Robert 
DOWNEY, Carl Kenneth 
REDDEK, Gordon Wade 

Photo: Jim Crowhurst 
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11513 Beverley SC 
11514 NSWAirTC 
11517 Geelong GC 

ASK-21 Mi self-launcher piloted by Mark 81and and Richard Todd around Mt 8090n9, upper Kiewa Valley and 
Mt Beauty. The helicopter was flown by Mt Beauty GC member Ian Douglass Photo: Simon Dallinger 

A AND B BADGE 

KINLAN, David Gordon 11515 Boonah GC 

C BADGE 

MARKO, Simon 
MERCADAL, Georges D 
SCUTIER, Michael 
SCUTIER, Matthew 

A, BAND C BADGE 

11427 Beverley SC 
11478 Boonah GC 
11485 Adelaide SC 
11486 Adelaide SC 

WESTERHUIS, Jordan M 11509 QLD Air TC 
KRAMPE, Nina Katharina11510 Boonah GC 
NOLAN, Denis 11511 Boonah GC 
LESCH, Ian Charles 11512 Darling Downs 
ALLISON, James Edward 11516 Bundaberg GC 

SILVER C BADGE 

ROSCHE, Gernot 4710 Beverley SC 

DIAMOND C BADGE 

COOK, Ian Hunter 233 
TERAMOTO, Tsuyoshi (Gee) 234 

DIAMOND GOAL 

ROSCHE, Gernot 

8everley SC 
Narromine GC 

Beverley SC 

DIAMOND DISTANCE 

COOK, Ian Hunter 
BOULTER, David 

DIAMOND HEIGHT 

TERAMOTO, Tsuyoshi (Goe) 

FAI Badge Claim Fees 
ABC Certificates' 
(All legs must be claimed) 

Silver Badge (all together) 

Gold Badge (all together) 

Diamond Badge (separately) 
Goal 
Distance 
Height 

Diamonds fitted to Gold 
or Silver badge 

600 to 1000km flights 

Official Observer application 

Sporting-Competition Licence 
Renewal (2 years) 

Beverley SC 
Southern Cross 

Narromine GC 

SIS each 
All together $45 

S20 
$20 

$20 
$20 
$20 

$15 each 

$20 each 

$20 

$20 
$10 

'Student rate for ABC Certificates only SII each or 
$33 total. Students must send copy of a student pass 
or equivalent evidence of being a full time student 

FOREIGN CLAIMS 

Silver Badge $30 

Gold Badge $30 

Diamonds fitted to Gold 
or Silver badge $30 

Other $30 

Per leg claimed $5 

Foreign Claim' $40 

, Foreign Claims: A flight of Gold distance and 
Diamond goal flown in one flight may be claimed 
at $40 

If you claim one or two legs of your Silver 

or Gold badge a credit will be sent to you 

at no cost. Put this credit in your green 

gliding certificate book and forward it 

when your badge is complete . This will 

be the only record that the flight has 

been reg istered. All evidence will be 

returned to you. ...,.... 
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Soaring Calendar· · · · · · · 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
AUSTRALIA 
a NSW Gliding Association 
W Annual General Meeting 
5 September 2009 

The AG M will be held at the Southern Cross 
Club, Camden NSW at 12pm on Saturday. Iwww. 
nswgliding.org.au) 

~ 12th National Pico Fly-In 
_ 18 to 20 September 2009 

The biggest gathering of PPG pilots in Australia. As 
usual in Milbrulong, NSW ( east of Lockhart and south 
of Wagga Wagga). Camping on the sportsground and 
limitless flying from one of JeWs paddocks. Those new 
to the sport or interested to get involved are all welcome, 
a great place to learn from the more experienced 
pilots. Join in for a fun weekend of extreme PPG flying. 
for details refer to Iwww.thepico.com.au) or contact 
the organisers Jeff 02 69206233 or Jos 02 60265658. 

a Bunyan Wave Camp 2009 
W 19 to 27 September 2009 
Canberra Gliding Club Inc. For details and to register 
your interest go to Iwww.canberragliding.org) or 
contact Stuart Ferguson 0419 797508 - <sdfOl @ 
bigpond.com>. Oxygen will be available at Bunyan. 

a Jimbour Wines Qld State 
W Gliding Championships 2009 
26 September to 3 October 2009 
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at 
McCaffrey Field, Jondaryan. Contact <comps@ddsc. 
org.au>, web Iwww.ddsc.org.au). 

~ NSW Weekend 
_ Warriors Series 
3 to 5 October 2009 

7 and 8 November 2009 

21 and 22 November 2009 

Manila, NSW. A GPS, task-based comp. Relaxed, yet 
challenging tasks for the intermediate pilo!. Fly with 
your friends and mix with other comp pilots over 
the three weekends. Pilots must have at least five 
XC hours outside of their course, a reserve, radio 
and 3D GPS. Competition fee: S25 per weekend. 
Registration form and pilot pack from <jamesflys@ 
gmail.com> or 02 49468680. 

A Canungra Classic 
" 3 to 10 October 2009 
Registration, Practice, BBO and Opening Ceremony 
Friday 2 October (not Saturday). Entry fee: S210 
+ $30 non-CGHC members, incl. T-shirt and 
presentation dinner. Late fee after 1 September 
BO. Mandatory: minimum intermediate rating, 
parachute, 3D GPS. Classes: Open, Best of the rest, 
Floater. Competition rating AA. Register at fwww. 
triptera.com.au/canungra/classic2009/) or email 
<rkowald@hotmai l.com>, 

a 49th Multi-class Nationals 
W 4 to 15 October 2010 
Hosted by the Darling Downs Soaring Club at Dalby 
Aerodrome. For further infomnation <info@ddsc.org.au>. 

~ Canungra CUp 2009 
• 24 to 31 October 2009 
The 10th Canungra Cup is a AM, FAI Cat 2 PG 
competition based in Canungra, SE Old. Registration 
will be open on 17 July, registration and information 
online via fwww.canungracup.org). 
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a Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally 
W 31 October to 8 November 2009 
Bendigo Gliding Club, VIC. lime to forget those win
ter chills, have fun and fly! Contact Dave Goldsmith, 
<daveandjenne@gmail,com>,lwww.bendigogliding. 
org,au], 

a GFA Club & Sports Class 
W Championships 
9 to 20 November 2009 
Lake Keepit Soaring Club, NSW. See fwww.keepit 
soaring.com) for details and entry forms, Lake Keepit 
provides wonderful and varied soaring terrain from 
flatlands to the Kaputar ranges. Enquiries contact 
<comps@keepitsoaring,com> or Dave Shorter on 
02 6656 1979. 

A ~ ~ Mt Beauty Gather
" _ ' ing of the Moths 
20 to 22 November 2009 

Flyers of all denominations are, once again, invited 
to fly the sheltered Kiewa Valley, at the foot 
of the picturesque Victorian Alps, Full range of 
accommodation available. Contact Mark Ghirardello 
03 57544572 (bh) or 0409 544572. 

a Narromine Cup Week 
W 22 to 28 November 2009 
Further information contact Beryl Hartley <Hartley@ 
avionics,com,au> or phone 02 68892733 (bh), 

a NSW State Gliding 
W Championships 2009 
28 November to 5 December 2009 
Hosted by 8athurst Soaring Club and Narromine GC 
at Narromine aerodrome in the week following the 
Narromine Cup, All classes. Go to fwww.nswgc2009. 
com,au] or contact <colinturner@bigpond.com>. 

a 2009 Australian Junior 
W Nationals (Joeyglide) 
Changed to: 5 to 12 December 2009 

Narromine, NSW, A competition for pilots under the 
age of 26, Further information Iwww.joeyglide.com). 

a 48th Multi-class Nationals 
W 4 to 15 January 2010 

Waikerie, SA. Entries are open online fhttp://waikerie 
gliding.com/multiclasslenter,html), record your 
interest at Ihttp://waikeriegliding.com/multiclass/ 
interes!.htmlj, Full time flying operations will 
be underway from 27 December 
2009 including the successful 
Coaching Week where you 
can finetune your skills. 
Accommodation, caravan and 
camping spaces available at the 
airfield, Please email <bookings 
@waikerieglidingclub.com, 
au> for more information or 
see Ihttp://waikeriegliding.coml 
Accommodation.htm). Off-
site accommodation can all be 
found at fwww.waikerietourism. 
com,au/Accommodation.htm) . 
For further enquires email 
<comp@Waikeriegliding.com>. 

ASK-21M; self-launcher piloted by 
Mark Bland and Richard Todd 

around Mt 8090n9, upper Kiewa 
Valley and Mt Beauty, The helicopter 

was flown by Mt Beauty GC 
member Ian Douglass 

Photo: Simon Oallinger 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

a VGA Annual Rally 
W 9 to 16 January 2010 

80rdertown-Keith Gliding Club, SA. It just keeps 
getting better! Contact Ian Patching <patching@ 
westne!.com.au>, fwww,vintageglidersaustralia.org. 
aul. Iwww.brookmanonline.com). 

a Australian Women in Gliding 
WWeek2010 
17 to 23 January 2010 
At Narromine, NSW. Contact Leonie Furze, 
ph: 0409 606320, email <Ifurze@ruralco.com.au>. 

~ Paragliding State 
_ of Origin 2010 
2 to 4 April 2009 (Easter) 
Manila, NSW. Using crews 01 four pilots (one 
advanced and two novices plus any other rated 
pilots) and scoring using handicaps on the kilo
metres you fly, even you can win! It's a great way 
to try out the competition scene. The budding 
competition pilot must have at least five XC 
hours outside of their course, a reserve and radio. 
Competition fee S20 or free if registered by 18 
March. Registration form and pilot pack from 
<jamesflys@gmail.com> or 02 49468680. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
OVERSEAS 
A Austrian Alps HG Rally 
" 5 to 9 August 2009 
Guided tour across premier HG sites of Austria 
in the peak flying season, Every launch offers 
the chance to fly over 300km, The current World 
record for longest triangle flight of 407km is from 
Greifenburg. Day 1: Greifenburg to Zillertal. Day 2: 
Zillertal to Koessen. Day 3: Koessen to Altaussee. 
Day 4: Altaussee to Zell am See. Day 5: Zell am See 
to Greifenburg. Check the course on Google Earth. 
Cost: €S975, includes a((omodation, transport, 
retrieve, snacks and drinks, Contact <michi. Iriesi@ 
gmail.com> for more info. 

Other international events can be found 
at fhttp://events.faLorg/) . ..,.... 

{Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above 
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring 
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length), 
nominal time (minimum expected winners time), 
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal),} 

, 
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REVI EW: Alpha 4 Hike 
Reprinted courtesy of 'Thermik' magazine 

THE SWISS MARKET LEADER MAKES A SUCCESSFUL FORAY INTO THE LIGHT GLIDER SECTOR WITH THE 

ALPHA 4 HIKE. THERM IK PUTS THlS CLASSY LIGHTWEIGHT UNDER THE MICROSCOPE. 

fli
er several years of constant requests 

from cl imbers and others wanting a light 
gl ider, paraglider manufacturer Advance 

has eventually come up with the 
goods. The Alpha 4 Hike was developed 
using the standard Alpha 4 as a base. The 
Alpha 4 Hike has the same construction 
as the Alpha 4 - just the sail fabric, the 
lines and the trim have been altered. 
The Hike is the first serial glider in which 
Advance have used light material. The 
necessary know-how comes, in no small 
part, from three successfu l participations 
in the Red Bull X-Alps. 

Construction, Workmanship 
The Alpha 4 Hike is beautifully put 
together. Compared with a standard 
Alpha 4 the Hike is intended to be used 
at a higher take-off weight, ie, flown 
with a smaller wing area. Uncovered lines 

play their part as well. Both contribute 
to markedly better performance - in 
maximum speed as well as glide ratio. 

Also the handling is significantly more 
dynamic, without compromising the 
level of passive safety. The Alpha 4 
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Hike presents itself as a ba lanced and 
successful light glider where technica l 
refinements (uncovered lines, etc.) f ind 

their place, but on wh ich unnecessary 
loading-up with special gimmicks has 
been dispensed with . The fully-fledged 
strengthening with diagonals and tension 
bands are intended to resist distortion 
of the light sail fabric on the top and 
bottom wing surfaces. 

Take-off 
The Alpha 4 Hike shows a take-off 
behaviour that's exactly what every 
paragl iding mountain climber could 
wish for. If you want to take off on 
stony, narrow, maybe exposed places the 
Alpha 4 Hike can make a pleasure out of 
stepping into the third dimension. With 
a modest pull on the A-risers, forwards 
or backwards, the glider rises clean ly, 
smoothly, without tendency to overshoot, 

and is absolutely easy to control if 
corrections are necessary. With a gentle 
breeze from ahead the wing comes up 
as if directed by a superior being. But 
even with a light tailwind (on the snow, 

for example) an under-control take-off is 
not a problem. My initial concern about 
sorting the uncovered same-colour lines 
was dispelled at the f irst layout. The A
risers are identified by colour and the 

covered brake lines are obvious. 
Specifications 

Inside structure the same as the 

standard Alpha. 

• Long life despite the lightweight 
design. 

• Weight reduction achieved by light 
fabric (back of the top surface and 

bottom surface) and uncovered lines. 

Research 
• Experience gained by participation 

in three X-Alps. 

Materials/Sewing 
Pulleys Plastic/metal 

• Brake handle keepers 

• Magnetic clip rake handle grips 

• Soft, round strengtheners 

• Quicklink line locators 

• Plastic inserts 

• Seams internal 
• Sewing of line loops 

• Uncovered lines neatly spliced 
and sewn 

Suspension loops Neatly sewn on rein 

forced ribs with load spreading webs 

Flying Qualities 
Commonsense about a mountain cl im

ber's glider suggests that the days of 
squandering those tiring, fought-for 
metres with a descent by means of a limp 
descending bag contraption can no longer 
be a topic of conversation. The Advance 
Alpha 4 Hike compels because of flying 
qualities that one associates w ith a 
'proper' paraglider. The canopy stays sol id 
and stable over the pilot. even fully accel
erated, and accepts steering inputs imme
diately - virtually without delay. I was in 
the fortunate position of flying the 23, 
the smallest size. Because of the clearly 
raised wing loading really direct and dyna
mic handling results, although without 
'over-sportive' extreme flight character
istics. But even the bigger brother (25) 
is almost as handy. The Alpha 4 Hike 
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shouldn't feel any embarrassment when 

its performance is compared to non

lightweight paragliders. The comfortable 

brake pressure over the normal flight 

range makes long and untiring thermal 

flights possible. In weak thermals the Hike 

can be turned flat and slow using weight 

steering and a touch of outside brake; 
even in the lightest lift. The Hike has a 

safe feel to it in turbulence. An active fly

ing style should make unforeseen collapses 

very rare occurrences. The high canopy 

stabil ity means that provoked collapses 

need a mighty tug. The reaction is moder

ate, the wing diving forward only a little, 

and opening within a maximum of 180°, 

unspectacularly and after a moderate 

rate of turn. Front collapses are similarly 

nothing to write home about. The wing 

pitches back sl ightly, then re-opens quick

ly and evenly from the middle out. A 

light pitch forward indicates the return 

to normal flight. 

Descent Aids 
Big Ears 
'Old school' big ears technique: the Alpha 

4 Hike does not have split A-risers. 

The outer A-lines are defined by 

co lour. These can be easily reached well 

above the quick-links and the wingtips 

cleanly folded . Once they fold the initial 

resistance reduces markedly, and big 

ears can be held for a long time. When 

released they open quickly by themselves. 

B-Stall 
The thin risers and slender quick-links 

make this a bit difficult to do. It's recom

mended that you take the B-risers in 

a stranglehold above the quick-l inks. 

There's a lot of resistance to overcome 

to get the B-stall going, but once in the 

stall it's considerably less strenuous. The 

Alpha 4 Hike descends quietly, without 
twisting or turn ing. After release the 

wing pitches slightly forward then flies 

away cleanly and straight. 

Spiral dive 
Child's play: the Alpha 4 Hike's agile 

nature is clear to see here. A confidently 

increasing pull on the brake combined 

with a little weightshift at the beginning, 

and very little more persuasion is needed. 

Very soon the speed and angle of bank 

are happily on their way. Outside brake 
easily controls the angle of bank and sink 

speed at all times. From a medium vertical 

speed of 10 to 12m/s recovery presents 
no problem. 
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Summary 
A very coordinated and balanced 

lightweight glider. The good handling 

and simple take-off behaviour spares the 

para-alpinist a lot of stress and nailbiting, 

especially on those tricky take-off spots. 
Because the Advance Alpha 4 Hike has 

the same insides as it's heavier brother, 

and was only weight-watched with lighter 

fabric for the wing surfaces, the lifespan 

compared with a standard glider should 
not be sign if icantly reduced. 

Compared with a normal Alpha 4 our 

glide ratio test flights actually revealed 

a 40% improvement in glide ratio at trim 
speed (Alpha Hike 25 versus Alpha 4/28). 

This level of performance, paired with 

a high degree of passive safety, will not 

only appeal to mountain climbers. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Glider weight (kg) 
Height (m asl) 
Trim speed (kmlh) 
Max speed with speedbar (kmlh) 
Test pilot's take-off weight (kg) 
Wing loading (kglm~ 

TEST CONDITIONS 

4.1/4.3 (23125) 
1000 

38 
50 
83 

3.24 (25) 

Take-off weight range (65-105kg) 
Test pilot take-off weight 83kg 
Test pilot's harness Advance Progress 
Measuring instrument Brauniger Competino 
Speedbar travel 42cm (travel to full accelerate) 
Glide ratio (measured by 2 x Aircolec XC -trainer) 8.2 
Comparison harness Airwave Ram Ra ce 

(without the speed tail) 
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ASSESSMENT 

Materials ***** 
27gsm lightweight fabric on underside 
and part of upper wing surfaces, 
uncovered line~ many useful features. 

Workmanship * * * * * 
Typical Advance high quality work, very 
neat sewing, well-made uncovered lines. 

Forward take-off * * * * * 
Only light impulse needed, rises under 
moderate pressure smoothly and evenly 
above the pilot, corrections hardly required. 

Reverse take-off ***** 
Rises smoothly and cleanly after a brief impulse, 
also in little wind; easy to hold over the pilot, 
no overshooting, plenty of time to turn round. 

Agility * * * * 
Outstanding for its classification, especially 
al the higher wing loadings 

Steering behaviour * * * * 
Very nice direct handling. Steering demands 
answered smoothly without delay. Brake 
loads comfortable in the normal range, 
rising markedly up to the stall limit. 

Collapses ***** 
Side collapse: typical for class - no problem, 
no troubling diving forwards, manageable slow 
turn. Front collapse: opens softly by itself from the 
middle out, light pitch forward into normal flight. 

Speed system * * * * 
Easy to push and hold. Very stable 
in full accelerated flight. 

Big ears * * * * 
No split A-risers, entry and holding 
in easy however; outer A-lines coloured 
as all the uncovered lines look the same. 

B-Stall * * * 
Narrow risers make entry a bit tricky. It is 
necessary to grip the lines well above the 
quick links. Recovery clean and self-completing, 
light pitch forward to normal flight. 

~~d~ **** 
Simple entry, speed and bank build cleanly, 
always well controllable and adjustable 
with brake. Exit easy. 

TECHNICAL SPECIALITIES 

Light construction, Ralf system for brakes on the 
trailing edge, velcro cleaning slots, swivels on 
the brake handles to release brake line twisting. 

SUITABILITY 

Mainly mountain pilots and travellers, but 
also beginners, leisure and thermal pilots 
up to cross-country beginners. 

Australian Importer: Godfrey Wenness, 

Manilla Paragliding <skygodfrey@aol. 

com>, phone: 02 67856545. 

All photos: Courtesy Advance 

Comparison Test of Rescue Chutes: 

Skylark descent on MO 16 SLT 
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APeo's MAYDAY 
Anatoly Cohn. Apco [www.apcoaviation.com) 

Mayday 16 SLY. Mayday 18 SLY. 
Mayday 20 SLY 
Recently launched Mayday 18 and 20 SLT 
- the latest additions to our Superlight 
range of emergency parachute - covering 
weight range up to 130kg were tested 

by SHVIFFVl. 
SHV and FFVL jointly conducted 

the most comprehensive comparison 

test ever, covering the majority of 
emergency chutes/brands on the market. 
All manufacturers were approached 
with requests to submit a selection of 
emergency chutes (not all responded). 
The test was designed to be most 
complete - sorting out the good from 
the not so good. APCO proudly present 

the results to let the numbers speak for 

themselves 
The tests were conducted over 

two days, 31 March and 1 Apri l at 
Air Turquoise test site. A number of 
parameters were evaluated: 
a) Sink rate at maximum declared load 

b) Stability of chute when open 

c) Opening time 
d) Weight of chute, number of lines 

and riser type 
Before getting to the results, a few 

more points: 
• Total number of chutes in the test - 41 

Eight chutes were named 'Proto' so as 

not to disclose manufacturers name 

Three chutes did not complete the 

tests - damaged, broken or withdrawn 
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RESULTS OF THE FIVL PARACHUTE TEST 

Manufacturer Type Opening Opening time Stability Sink Flat 
time (after 20m delay) Rate Area 

Apco Mayday 16 1.99,ec 2.88,ec stable 5-6m/, 22 .1m' 
Metamorfo,i P16 2.12 ,ec 3.18,ec semi stable 5-6m/s 22.1m' 
Metamorfosi P1Su 2.14 sec 3.11 sec unstable 6-7m1s 28.5m' 
Freestyle PRS 2 2.29 sec very stable 4-5m/s 31.7m' 
Flight Design MD 24 plus 2.35 sec 3.03 sec un,table 6-7m/s 20.6m' 
Metamorfosi P 20" 2.47 sec very stable 5-6m/' 34.3m' 
STY-Comet RS 34 2.47 sec 3.10 sec very stable 5-6m/s 36.4m' 
Fly-Ten CD 35 2.52 sec 3.82 sec semi-stable 7-8m1s 30.5m' 
Freestyle PRS 3 2.53 sec 3.22 sec stable 4-5m/s 34.1m' 
Ailes de K Astair 38 2.55 sec 3.56 sec unstable 6-7m/s 34.5m' 
Paradelta PO 37 2.63 sec 3.44 sec very stable 5-6m/s 31.8m' 
Charly Pro 140 2.67 sec 3.06 ,ec semi-stable 5-6m1s 35.6m' 
Paratech PS lXL 2.74 sec 4.77 sec very stable 5-6m1s 35.6m' 
Yonblon Proto·· 2.76 sec very stable 
ITY 38 2.93 sec 3.46 sec semi-stable 6-7m1s 35.1m' 
Parawing SC 24" 3.43 sec 4.42 sec stable 7-8m/s 38.7m' 
Pro Design XS400 3.00 sec 4.35 sec very stable 5-6m/s 34.9m' 
Trekking F22 3.05 sec 3.70 sec unstable 4-5m/s 43.4m' 

• • Modified, not available on the market 

Some more statistics as introduction: 
• On sink rate the limit for DHV is 6.5ml 

sec maximum and for EN 5.4mlsec 

• Out of the 41 chutes only 10 chutes 
met the criteria of EN 

• Only an additional 13 chutes met the 

DHV criteria 

• Out of those only eight chutes are 

rated as stable with a Grade 5 for 

stability on a scale of 1 to 5 and 2 are 

rated 4. 

In total, there are about 10 chutes 

which meet the minimal requirements 

and can be considered airworthy piece 

of equipment, APCO's Mayday range 

among them 
From APCO's emergency range two 

chutes were submitted - Mayday 18 and 
20 SLT (both are new superlight versions 
of our Mayday 18 and 20). 

Also our time-proven pioneer Mayday 
16 was included - presented by a dea ler 
from his stock, without our knowledge. 

The results reconfirmed tha Mayday 
range as worldwide market leader. 

Attached FFVUSHV test data sorted 
by a number of criteria: 
a) Data sorted by stability of chute 

b) Data sorted by sink rate 

c) Data sorted by chute weight per 

kilogram of load 

Analysing the data we can sum 
up APCO's results as follows: 

1. Mayday 20 SLT ranked No.1. Is at the 

top of all 41 chutes tested - Stability S 

and the best sink rate (4.48mlsec.) 

2. Mayday 18 SLT rated Stability 5, 
with sink rate 5_1 mlsec is on of the 

few best. It is the lightest chute per 

kilogram of load (see table attached) 

3. Mayday 16 is also among the best 

chutes, with stability rated 4 and sink 

rate 6.15 mlsec. (Mayday 16, designed 

and certified to DHV criteria, is the 

most sold rescue chute worldwide). 

Interesting to note that despite being 

a regular Mayday 16 its weight per 

kilogram load scores better than many 

light version chutes. Mayday 16 SLT is 

the absolute champion at 12.2glkg load 

Mayday 18 SLT and 20 SLT are the 
newest additions to the Mayday range. 
Their design is based on Mayday 18 and 
20, but with weight and volume reduced 
thanks to the use of the latest lightweight 
hi-tech components and materials. 

APCO's involvement in design and 
production of emergency parachutes 
goes back a long way. In the mid-70s 
we were among the first to introduce 
emergency parachutes for hang gliding 
and later for paragliding and ultralight 
aircraft.Additionally, we provide rescue 
equipment for applications ranging 
from drones and unmanned aircraft to 

SUMMARY OF TECHNICAL DATA FOR MAYDAY SLT RANGE 

HGFA 5 

Comparing the volume of standard Mayday 18 and SlT 

Spliced line connection detail 

line protector (serving as slider too) 

personal rescue equipment for emergency 
evacuation from high rise buildings. 

We are credited with the design of 
landing systems for the Skylark2 based 
on Mayday 16 SLT combined with airbag. 
(Skylark 2 is the most sophisticated drone 
in use by Israeli and foreign military) . 

Mayday is a system proven in action 
and we are proud of our track record 
with many life-saving incidents. 

One story stands out: Competition 
pilot, Michele Baptist, had all the lines 
on her glider (not APCO) break and 
swiftly accelerated in free fall to terminal 
velocity, rushing towards the ground, 
leaving the glider far behind. 

Even worse, her full body pod harness 
did a 'good job' reducing drag and increas
ing acceleration. She deployed her newly 
acquired Mayday 16 SLT at the last mo
ment and it performed brilliantly, bring
ing Michele safely back to the ground. 
Another life saved! ...." 

Mayday Area Gores Weight Max Load Sink Rate Stability Weight/Load Canopy Lines Construction 
1m') Ikg) Ikg) [m/sec)· (1-5) Ratio [g/kg) Material 

MD 16 SLT 23 16 1.220 100 6.15 5 12.2 PN9/simiiar Nylon 120kg Light, spliced lines 
MD 18 SlT 30.4 18 1.597 115 5.1 5 13.8 PN9/simiiar Nylon 120kg Light, spliced lines 
MD 20 SLT 37.5 20 2.083 130 4.48 5 16 PN9/simiiar Nylon 120kg Ligh~ spliced lines 
• As measured by Air Turquoise 
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GFA Executive Officer's Report •••••• 

John Welsh 

Sporting 
At the time of writing, the Junior Gliding 

Team of Andrew Maddocks (LS8) and 

Nathan Johnson (LS4) were ably repre

senting Australia in Finland. Tasksetters 

on the first two days have set around 

500km tasks for both Club and Standard 

Class, so it looks like our pilots' endurance 

is going to be tested by the end of the 

contest. Team Blog is at [http://finland09. 

ausglidingteam.coml) 

Jenny Thompson (ASW20) is repre

senting us at the Women's Worlds in 

Hungary from 26 July to 8 August. The 

competition website at [http://flatlandcup. 

hu/2009/index.php]. 

That contest will be closely followed 

by the Flapped Pre-Worlds - Flatland Cup 

at the same venue, at which our pilots 

Graham Parker and David Jansen will be 

flyi ng together in an ASH 25 EB 28 Open 

Class two-seater (Wow!); competition 

website at [http://flatlandcup.hu/2009fld _ 

en/nevezes.php]. 

At the same t ime, Alan Barnes, Mike 

Codling and Brendan English will be flying 

in the Club Class Pre-Worlds in Slovakia; 

competition website at [www.wgc2010. 

skl?str=wgc2009&sub=bulletins]. 
It's hoped that all pilots have a great 

t ime, success, and return home to 

Australia safe and sound. For those 

members interested, International Team 

selection criteria and fund ing details 

are available on the GFA website in the 

Sporting section. 

ASW 20 Tri-Jet 
A very delighted Allen Hudson was on 

the phone recently telling about his 
successful progress test fl ying his ASW20J 

at Waikerie. Allen has conducted several 
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AlS Trijet flyby Photo; Greg Jackson 

climbs to 3000ft at an average climb rate 

of nearly 900ft/min with three going, and 

300ft/min with only the centre one firing 

as in the flyby photo. See more photos at 
[www.waikerieglidingclub.com.aulcgi-bin/ 

album.pl?a lbum=thingsflying/alsjet20] 

GFA Office 
The iMIS adm inistration database in 

the Somerton Office is being upgraded 

to allow member access through the 
website. The upgrade involves contractors 

verifying current data, installing new 

modules and then training staff to handle 

the new functionality. The project is 
planned to come online in late September 

2009, allowing members to update 

their personal details such as postal and 

email addresses, and use an on line store 

to renew memberships and purchase 

items such as Form 2 Packs. The project 

is being managed by the Chairman 

of Airworthiness Department, Edwin 

Grech Cumbo, assisted by the Computer 

Officer, Jerry Wells. Thanks to those two 

gentlemen for the donation of their 

time to bring th is important feature to 

the membership. Edwin tells me that 

the upgrade also combines membership 

and a ircraft registration details, and is 

to interface with CASA systems. This will 

bring efficiencies into the office to assist 

our wonderful staff to cope with the ever 

increasing demand on services. 

CASA 
CASA has been active recently in the 
following issues involving sports aviation 

and pilot education. 

1. Civil Aviation Order (CAO) 95.4 
The GFA Executive is currently reviewing 

a draft CAO 95.4 that is designed to 

action some issues that the delayed CASR 

103 was to address. It is hoped that this 

will be finalised this year. A precis of the 

explanatory statement of the draft is 

as follows: 

The proposed new Order replaces 
definitions with new definitions; the 
definition of sailplane replaces the 
definition of glider or sailplane in the 
previous Order, with the main change 
being the minimum weight limit of 

70kg to make clear the distinction 
between these aircraft and the lighter 

aircraft which are covered by Civil 
Aviation Order 95.8 (CAO 95.8). 
Other changes included the term safe 

landing area which is used in the 
conditions in the Order. 
The Order would allow those persons 
flying and constructing aircraft of 

the types to which the Order refers 

to expand their operations. 

• A change which is consistent with 
the delayed Part 103 is the allowing 
of air experience flights. 

• A CASA approved operator may be 
allowed to operate and maintain an 
aircraft independently of the Gliding 
Federation of Australia if the operator 
has given a written undertaking to 

CASA and has received permission 
from CASA to do so (the so-called 
parallel path). 
The conditions relating to flights 
over water are to be within gliding 
distance of a safe landing area or, 
in the case of a powered sailplane 
or a power-assisted sailplane with 
the prescribed safety equipment, not 
further than 25 nautical miles from 
a safe landing area. 
The Order is to permit a powered 
sailplane to tow another aircraft 
subject to the pilot being qualified 
to do so and both aircraft being 
operated within their performance 
limitations. 

• There is also a new Subsection 7, 
consistent with those of other Orders, 
which specifies the manner in which 
permission may be obtained for 
flights not in accordance with the 

flight conditions. 
The new Order also recognises 
changes in the regulations referred 
to and in references to airspace and 
procedures in airspace. 

• At the time of writing. the Executive 
had not completed its feedback to 
CASA on the draft, with some points 
still to be negotiated, so the items 
above may be amended. Members 
should monitor the GFA website for 
the latest developments in this issue. 

2. GFAlCASA Deed of Agreement 
There are to be new arrangements for 
the Deed of Agreement between GFA 

and CASA, in which CASA has in the past 
paid GFA to conduct some regulatory 
functions for CASA, such as Ops Site Safety 
Inspections, monitoring standards of pilot, 

instructor and a irworthiness training. 

sailplane certification and safety promotion. 
CASA contracted a consulting risk 

management company, Aerosafe [www. 
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aerosafe.com.aul], to conduct a sample 

survey to which some of you would 

have been asked to respond. Thanks to 

those who took the time to contribute 

to the survey. Taking into account the 

consultant's report, CASA is to propose 

the Key Performance Indicators of the 

Deed for 2009-2010, with the Deed being 
avai lable for perusal and signature in 

late July. This risk management process 

has already been carried out with the 

Australian Parachute Federation, which 

has found the resultant deed acceptable. 
The GFA President, Daryl Connell, was 

scheduled to attend the inaugural meeting 

of the Sports Aviation Safety Forum with 

CASA in Canberra on 8 July, where the 

implications of the new arrangements 

were to be discussed among all self-admin

istration organisations and ASAC. CASA's 

new CEO, Mr. John McCormack, was to 

open the forum and it is proposed to be 

an annual event. 

3. Error Management Roadshow 
I recently attended a very well attended 

Roadshow in Perth sponsored by CASA 

and conducted by internationally 

recognised error management expert, 

Tony Kern, author of the aviation 

books "Redefining Airmanship" and 

"flight Discipline". Tony is a retired 

USAF Command Pilot in B 1 Lancers 

and a former Professor and Director of 

Military History at the USAF Academy. 

The presentation was an all day event, 

and participants were given workbooks 

covering the following topics presented 

during the day: 

• background to human error: 
physiology and psychology 

• violation and error-producing 
conditions and countermeasures 

for LAMEs and pilots 

• developing a personal safety 
management system (PSMS) 

to integrate seamlessly with 

organisational safety management 

systems 

• flight diSCipline and compliance: 
the cornerstone of professionalism 

• practical error management - tips 
and strategies for individuals 

Tony was a very impressive and 

knowledgeable advocate of his 

methodologies. A report on the 

Roadshow will be submitted to the 

Executive, and the workbooks forwarded 
to the GFA Safety Committee for their 

consideration for inclusion into the upgrad

ed GFA Safety Management System (see 

the President's article for an update on 
the SMS). 
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4 . Avsafety Seminars 
CASA has employed Aviation Safety 

Advisors around the country "to work 

in close contact with those in the aviation 

industry to provide safety advice and 

deliver safety education and training. " 

You can find out who is active in your 

region by looking at: [www.casa.gov.au/ 

scriptslnc.dll?WCMS:STANDARD: 1 001777 

9B4:pc=PC_91317J. 

I recently attended one of the semi

nars at the Northam Aero Club run by 

the WA Advisors, Mark Richardson and 

Steve Nota, for all pilots in the wheatbelt 

area. It was attended by pilots represent

ing all recreational aviation in the area: 

balloon ing, gl iding, ultralights and GA. 

Mark gave a presentation on 'Operations 

at Uncontrolled Airports' and Steve 

'Responsibilities of the Pilot in Command', 

both topics delivered in an interesting 

and informative style. CASA is to be com

mended for addressing safety at the grass 

roots level in this way. Mark in particular 

is well known to WAGA members as a 

tow pilot and supporter of the Australian 

Air Force Cadets in WA, and has also 

given safety talks at severa l of the WA 

gliding clubs. Other states are encouraged 

to utilise their 

local advisors. 

Tamworth NSW 

The Best in Cross Country 

7 day a week operation. 
Basic & advanced training. 
Intensive or relaxed .. . learn at your own pace. 
Cross country courses. 
Conversion courses for HG and PG pilots. 
Winch & Aerotow. 
Air-conditioned accommodation, bunkhouse 
or canlping. 
Fly all year round ... 
300 kms in July! 

Insurance Matters 
There still seems to 

be confusion among 

members about the 

insurance coverage 
provided by your 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

GFA membership. 

The GFA maintains 

a Contingent Liability 

Policy of up to $10 

mill ion th ird party 

liability coverage to 

protect the volunteer 
workforce of admin

istrators, officials, 

instructors, inspectors 

and tug pilots who 

provide the ir services 

to gliding. In addition 

the GFA provides a 

limited third party 

property damage 
and personal liability 

cover for all GFA 

members through the 

Broad Based Liability 
insurance (BBL). 

These policies are 

designed to be ' last 

The GFA 2009 AGM will be held at 10:00 

Breakfree Bankstown International 
477 Chapel Road. Bankstown NSW 2200 

All members are welcome and are asked to 
register by 9:30 

• Statutory business 

• Receipt of the audited financia l report, 

• AppOintment of regional Board reps, 

• AppOintment of GFA auditors 

At the conclusion of the AGM members will 
have the opportunity to meet and address the 

Board on any matter. 

The 2009 GFA Gliding Seminar will 
commence at 11 :00 with guest speakers on a 

variety of subjects. 

See web site for details. 
www.gfa.org .au 
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call' policies after calls on club or aircraft 

owner policies. 

The current cost of those two policies 

alone is over $210000 per annum, roughly 

$85 out of your membership each year. 

There is no, repeat no personal injury 

coverage for members by those two 

policies, only liability coverage. 

Members are encouraged to view the 

summary of GFA policies updated each 

renewal by the GFA Insurance Broker, 

OAMPS, on the GFA website at [www. 

gfa.org.au/Docs/gfainfo/insurance.pdfj . 

OAMPS can assist members wishing to 

take personal injury insurance at their 

own cost. Any inquiries on the GFA poli

cies should be directed to the GFA 

Executive Officer in the first place in 

his role as the GFA Insurance Officer. 

As I am not a qualified Insurance Advisor, 

any complex issues will be answered 
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with reference to an appropriate OAMPS 

Insurance Advisor. 

GFA Operations Panel Meeting 
The Ops Panel held a meeting at the 

GFA Somerton Office on 6 to 8 June. 

Thanks to Kevin Saunders (RTOIWA) 

for the following report on the agenda: 

• Trend analysis of reported accidents 
and incidents, wheels-up and heavy 

landings still featuring heavily 

Online reporting still to be developed 

- emailed submission of report forms 

to the appropriate RTO is encouraged 

• Reviewed status of Club Ops site checks 

• The GFA Safety Management System 
- developments and plans for delivery 

through national safety seminars 

Human Factors Training - considered 

for delivery to clubs, material to be 

developed by SAGA RTO 

Glider Pilot Certificate -Implementa

tion to be commenced by September 

2009 - facilitated by Terry Cubley. 

• Manual of Standard Procedures 

Part 2, Basic Gliding Knowledge and 

Instructor's Handbook are under 

review, croo Kevin Olerhead is 

conducting the re-write 

• Check 1 & 2 can still be used in land

ing instruction, but preferred terms 

are 'Round-out' and 'Hold-off' 

• Small! low activity clubs may require 
more RTO supervision to maintain 

standards 

• There is no official GFA aerobatic 
endorsement at present - needs a 
syllabus and a sticker to be developed 

- aerobatic checks should be done 

by suitably qualified instructors 

• A new Regional Technical Officer 
for Queensland, Tony Scarlett, was 

welcomed, replacing Mike Truitt 

• Peter Gray was re-elected by the 

Ops Panel as Chairman of Ops Panel 

July GFA Executive Meeting 
By the time you read this, the GFA 

Executive will have met at Somerton 

on 25 and 26 July. The Auditor's report 

for GFA's FY 2008-09 is expected to 

be presented, as well as the regular 

departmental and progress reports on 

the major issues mentioned above. To 

keep abreast of those important issues, 

members are encouraged to review the 

minutes of the meeting, which should 

be ava ilable on the GFA website on or 

before 15 August. 

GFA AGM/Seminar/Annual 
Board Meeting 
I'm looking forward to seeing as many 

of you as possible in Sydney on 12 

September for my last GFA Meeting as 

GFA Executive Officer (my retirement 

is due in December 2009). NSW Gl iding 

President David Boulter and his hard 

working team have promised an inter

esting programme for the Seminar. The 

location is the BreakFree Bankstown 

International Hotel; see [www.breakfree. 

com.au/bankstown-internationall] . 

Register early, and see the GFA 

website and adverts in Soaring Australia 

for up-to-date details. 

Keep Looking and Keep It Safe! 

GFA EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

John Welsh 
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111 

Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au> 

EO Blog now on the GFA website under 'News'. 

Mobile: 0417 945981 (Next G) 
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VIBRATION ON 
ROTAX 582 ENG INES 
Kev MacNally. HGFA WM Technical Officer 

THE lUCENT ARTICLE ON FAILURES OF THE OIL INJECTION IUSERVOIR BRACKET ON ROTAX 582 

ENGINES HAS HIGHLIGHTED THE NEED FOR OWNERS TO ATTEMPT TO MINIMISE UNDUE VIBRATION 

ON THEIR AIRCRAFT. IUGARDLESS OF THE RESULTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION , THERE IS LITTLE 

DOUBT THAT ANY UNDUE VIBRATION WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN ANY SUCH FAILURE. 

T
he most common causes of 
undue vibration are propeller 
imbalance, carbu rettor syn
chronisation and too Iowan 

idle speed. 
Vibration caused by the propeller will 

be evident throughout the power range 
of the engine, although the severity may 
fluctuate with the power setting . In order 
to check the balance of the propeller you 
will require a BuzzMaster Prop Balancer 
or simi lar. If the propeller is found to be 
out of balance, then the action required 
will depend on the propeller type. The 
aircraft and or propeller manufacturer 
should be consulted in order to ascertain 
the correct method of balancing . Needless 
to say, failure to repa ir damage to a 
propeller blade iaw the manufacturer's 
instructions can lead to imbalance. 

Vibration caused by a low idle speed 
will be evident only at idle. Vibration 
caused by incorrect carburettor synchroni
sation will be maximised at idle, and 
decrease in relation to the power setting. 

Carburettor synchronisation is accom
plished in two stages. The first step is 
static or mechanical synchronisation and 
consists of adjusting the carburettors to 
an equa l and optimal setting prior to the 
more accurate pneumatic synchron isation. 

M'EC H ANICA L 
SYNCH RON I SAT I ON 
Back off the idle screws sufficiently to 
allow the throttle slides to close com
pletely. Then screw them in until just 
touching the slides. If you have previously 
been suffering from vibration at idle, you 
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may find that the idle screws are flat
spotted or worn from contact with the 
slides. If so, this is not going to fix itself 
or go away if you ignore it. Replace the 
affected screws. 

Turn the mixture screws fully in, then 
back out one and a half turns. 

Adjust the slide bowden cables for 
simultaneous open ing of throttles. This 
can be done by inserting the shank of 
a half inch drill bit, or similar, into the 
throttle opening and lowering the sl ide 
onto it with the hand throttle, then 
ensuring that the slide in the other 
carburettor matches. 

Alternative ly, you can raise the slides 
on the hand throttle to be exactly level 
with the top of the throttle opening, and 
check both visually and by fee ling with 
the index finger. When this is done, you 
should ensure that there is a minimum of 
lmm lost motion on the cable. In other 
words, you should be able to lift the cable 
outer from the top of the carburettor at 
least 1 mm before seeing any movement 
of the slide. 

Start engine and bring to operating 
temperature . 

Adjust idle screws equally as required 
to achieve idle speed of 2000rpm. An 
idle speed lower than this will increase 
vibration and induce unwanted stresses 
on the gearbox. Any further increase 
in idle speed will start to affect the 
enrichment or choke mixture and make 
the engine more difficult to start. 
Once the engine has started, the hand 
throttle can be advanced as required 
to reduce vibration. 

At idle, turn the mixture screws out 
to achieve max rpm, then turn the screw 
back in a quarter of a turn . If necessary, 
readjust idle . 

Finally, further adjustment of the 
mixture screws may be necessary to bring 
your EGTs within limits. Turning the 
mixture screw out or anti-clockwise wil l 
lean the mixture and subsequently raise 
the relevant EGT. 

In most cases, mechanical synchroni
sation a lone is sufficient to ensure a 
smooth runn ing engine. If you have access 
to su itable equipment then this can be 
followed by a pneumat ic synchronisation. 
On the side of your Bing carburettor you 
will find the primer nipple with a rubber 
cap on it . This is where you connect 
the synchro tester/gauge, which simply 
measures the air pressure (vacuum) in the 
carburettor venturi. 

With reference to the gauges, the 
carburettors may be adjusted on the slide 
cables to achieve equal off-idle read ings. 
The idle screws will be used to adjust 
the idle setting . The lmm minimum 
lost motion on the slide cables should 
be maintained. 

As always, if you are at all unsure 
of what you are doing or how to operate 
any equipment, then conSUlt, or arrange 
to be supervised by, somebody who 
is competent. 

Safe flying . 
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New Direction for Sport 
and Recreational Aviation 
CASA has declared that self-administra
tion organisations will deliver higher 

levels of accountability, that funding 
provided to the self-administration 
organisations will be based on delivery 
of negotiated activities and eva luated 

annually on performance standards and 
that se lf-administration organisations 

shall demonstrate proper governance and 
incite a safety culture where individuals 
f lying under privilege granted to those 
organisations need to comply with safety 
standards. CASA will engage directly w ith 
the Boards of these organisations, each 
of which will engage a Commonwealth 
contract binding them to deliveries 
and performance outcomes geared to 
reduce the risk profiles specific to each 
organisation. Organisat ions will have 
12 months to demonstrate t heir ability 
to manage their identified risk profiles. 

"Sports Aviation is now out of the 
paddocks ... CASA will regula te and 
where necessary will administer." 

Those of you reading the GM report 
regularly would already know something 
of the CASA initiative to have an inde
pendent analysis of sports aviation in 
Australia. Many of you would have 
participated in the survey as part of this 
initiative. CASA has itself undergone a 
similar analysis regarding its regulatory 

oversight to, and relationships with, the 
10 sports and recreation organisations. 
The findings of this examination have 
now been presented to CASA. 

On 8 July CASA called the sport and 
recreation aviation organisations together 
to deliver the high level findings of the 
overall analysis. The meeting was firstly 
addressed by the Director of Aviation 
Safety, John McCormick. John informed 

the attendees that the analysis had iden
tified 10 main recommendations for CASA 
to undertake. One of these recommenda
tions was to establish a forum where 
sport and recreation organisations could 
have direct and regu lar consultation with 
the Safety Director. Taking on this recom
mendation, John declared this meeting 
as being the inauguration of a new CASA 
initiative to be titled the Sport and 
Recreation Safety Forum. This is signifi
cant in that CASA is now looking to Sport 

and Recreation aviation as an industry 
sector rather than a component of flying 

within Australia. As such it means a new 
approach will be taken by CASA to the 
regulatory oversight of the sector. The 
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works undertaken by Aerosafe (the exter
nal company that has conducted the risk 

profiling of the sport and recreation sec
tor on behalf of and in relation to CASA) 

showed that the sport and recreation 
sector comprises 47 % of all aviation move
ments within Australia, has a total mem

bership of 39500 active pilots operating 
within 69 distinct aviation activity types 
flying variations of 9000 aircraft. Some 
120000 temporary members pass through 
the sector annually. There are 168 legal 
entities (clubs, associations, etc) existing 
as affil iates to the 10 approved adminis
tration organisations wh ich employ a 

total of 14 full time and 22 part time 
staff and have an excess of 120 volunteers. 
Combined the administration organisa
tions have 73 Board members. The sector 
has 405 registered safety officers, 974 
maintainers and 1600 fl ight instructors. 
CASA funds this sector to the t une of 
$525000 annually. 

By establishing this sector profile, 
Aerosafe has brought to CASA's attention 
the importance of their regulatory respon
sibi lity over the sector. John referred to 
this profiling during his address to the 

meeting indicating that these statistics 
were previously unknown to CASA and 

openly stating that CASA did not 'know' 
this sector very well. John noted that 

CASA was previously unable to report 
conf idently or knowledgably to the 
CASA Board or to the Senate Estimate 
Committee with any real detail about 
the workings of sport and recreational 
aviation. John went on to say that CASA 
now intends to ensure that it can not only 

report detailed information when needed 
but that it will also provide assurance 
that both sides (CASA and the Sport and 
Recreation Organisations) are working 
cooperatively and effectively. 

"Ability to provide assurance to the 
public that Risk is being managed. " 

John made it clear throughout his 
presentation that cooperation between 
CASA and t he self-administration organi
sations and between these organisations 
and their members should involve reason
able levels of consultation. He noted that 
it is important to have bottom up involve
ment and an access path for members to 
get their ideas heard at t he highest levels. 

However, John made the point several 
times that 'consultation does not mean 
consensus' . There is value in experienced 
pilots contributing their experience, but 
ultimately the regulator's job is to regu
late and that job will be done. 

Managing Risk 
Appropriate management of Risk is the 
underlying theme of CASt>;s approach 
going forward. Risk was defined as any
thing that impacts on the objectives of 
the organisation. In this case, the organ

isation is CASA and its objectives are 
clearly stated: 

To enhance and promote aviation 
safety through effective safety regulation 
and by encouraging industry to deliver 
high standards of safety. 

The most significant risk which has 

been identified to this objective across 
the self-administration organisations 
is that of Organisational Governance. 
Aerosafe has produced a risk profile 
for CASA that comprises of 10 main 
areas of associated risk. Each risk area 
was provided with a weighting as to 
the extent of risk posed to CASA by the 
organisations. These are listed below with 
their associated percentage of risk value: 

INDUSTRY RISK PROFILE 

Oversight mode 23% 
Compliance regime 13.56% 
Assurance model 11.02% 
Systems profile 8.47% 
Safety profi le 8.47% 
Industry operating environment 7.63% 
Operator model 7.63% 
Activity profile 6.78% 
Passenger and participant profile 6. 78% 
Aircraft capability profile 5.93% 

It is important to note that the fig
ures provided are not intended to add 
up to 100%, but rather to demonstrate 
the nature of the risk spread across 
the industry. These are the points that 

CASA will be targeting in the contracts 
undertaken with each organisation to 
administer sub-sectors of the industry 
on CASt>;s behalf. 

Aerosafe, through this profile, identi 
fies that CASt>;s highest level of risk with 
regard to approving a self-administering 
organisation is the extent to which such 
an organisat ion is able to demonstrate 
effective Governance. Oversight, Compli
ance and Assurance here mean the levels 
of understanding that an organisation's 
Board has of their fiduciary responsibili 
ties, the organisation's compliance to the 
many and varied laws to which must abide 
as a legal entity and a member organisa
tion and the manner in which the organ
isation performs both internally and exter
nally in demonstrating these responsibilities. 

Through the course of the meeting 
it was made very clear that very little 
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tolerance would be granted to adminis
tration organisations in future which 
were not meeting standards of delivery 

required by CASA. 
"The public has zero tolerance for 

systemic fa ilures leading to catastrophe, 
organisations will need demonstrate they 
are compliant to the laws with effective 
processes and policies . .. 

"We will be moving toward 
Purposefully Designed Organisations." 

Organisations will be required to deliver 
reporting to CASA will be on three levels: 

• Accepted standards of operations and 
administration which would likely not 
be substantiated other than through 
standard annual reports and compli
ance to other regulatory agencies; 

• delivery of ad hoc requests for 
information which CASA would 
assume is available on hand and can 
be delivered in a short space of time; 

• deliveries through field audits which 
may be impromptu or planned 

through the contract and which 
would be either organisational 
or operational audits. 
In short this means that we can all 

expect to see more presence from CASA 
in the field reviewing sports aviation 
activities. While not too dissimilar to the 
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current Deeds there is greater emphasis 
on the t ime and quality! detail and scope 
of reporting . 

Member Compliance 
As the meeting progressed and the 
delivery expectation of the organisations 
was made clear, the point of member 
compliance was raised. CASA made 
promise to support the organisations 

on member compliance where there 
was reason and necessity to do act. It 
was made clear that there would be zero 
tolerance of pilots who posed a safety 
risk to others or who openly flaunted the 
organisation's oversight of the particular 
aviation activity. The pilot is contracted as 
much as the organisation by way of the 
Commonwealth contracts signed by the 
administering organisations. There will 
be responsibility on the administering 
organisations to provide a defined stan
dard for appropriate compliance and a 
disciplinary procedure fo r pilots who fail 
to comply with those standards. 

"Members and their organisations 
will need to lift their game." 

A cultural shift is needed. Pilots who 
ignore or defy the standards will have to 
deal with CASA directly and prosecution 
will be the likely outcome. However, 

CASA qualified their position by outlin ing 
their charter under the laws and the 
requirement that the administration 
organisations will also have to work 
within their (CASA's) enforcement frame

work. This means the focus of enforce
ment will be on compliance and not 
punitive actions. 

"Any disciplinary action against 
a member must be conducted with 

procedural fairness. " 
The objective of enforcement will 

be to motivate compl iant behaviour and 
the term of enforcement will only be to 
the extent that the pilot demonstrates 
reasonable compliant behaviour. The self
administration organisation will need to 

establish processes that allow members 
to come up to the standard. This may 
mean some review of our Constitution 
and the development of a common code 
of conduct signed by all members as part 
of membership. 

During the meeting it was proposed 
that CASA draft a pilot code so that all 
pilots in the sector sign onto it, thereby 
taking the initiative and removing any 
potential issue of member rejection from 
the code away from the organisat ions. 
I n any event, it is apparent that CASA 
now requires the sport and recreation 
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organisations to be more rigorous in 

their processes to develop competent 

and safe pilots and to develop processes 

and pathways that will steer members 

toward demonstrating compliance to 

the safety standards. 

For those pilots who fly outside of 

the rules, CASA assured the meeting that 

they will have processes and manpower 

to ensure those pilots will not continue 

flying . John McCormick announced dur

ing the meeting that CASA is already in 
the process of drafting an MOU (Memo

randum of Understanding) with the 

Federal Police to managing the rogue 

pilot situation. These pilots are not exempt 

under the Act as those who fly as mem

bers of the self-administration organisa

tions and therefore are breaking a Federal 

law. Compliance is not an option if caught. 

There is strict liability for these types of 

offences carrying penalties of fines and 
imprisonment. Cost of bringing convic

tions against an offender under these 

penalties is worn by the general public 

and therefore CASA's resources do not 

take a hit making it more likely to have 

successful convictions. 

The Effect of Future CASA 
Delegations and Funding 
CASA currently provides authority to the 

respective self-administration organisa

tions via a Deed of Agreement. In this 

Deed there are specified functions which 

the organisation must perform. These 

functions fall under two parts, Schedule 

A and Schedule B. CASA partly funds 

Schedule B functions. These Deeds are 

under review in line of the risk analysis 

that has been conducted with Aerosafe. 

As of August 2009, the self-adminis

tration organisations will come under 

Commonwealth contract through which 
CASA will provide certain delegation of 

powers and funding according to the risk 

profile of that organisation. Each organ

isation will receive funding based on 

specified projects and agreed deliverables. 

There will be a base amount provided to 

ensure ongoing existing functions tied 

over from the previous Deeds supported 

with purpose-funded sponsorships and 

grants which will require applications 

giving a safety benefits case. 

In hearing CASA outline this funding 

model, I could not help but think how 

similar it is to the SARSIG model currently 

being implemented in the HGFA. Both 

the SARSIG model and the CASA model 

are designed for accountability to fund-
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ing received and to provide funding 

where it is needed in order to del iver 

a specific purpose. Once that purpose 

is achieved there is no further need for 

ongoing funding . 

Insurance by CASA 
CASA is quite aware that the demand 

for improvements in the sports aviation 

organisations will be at a cost. CASA 

knows that these organisations rely 
almost exclusively on the incomes from 

membership fees and that members do 

not appreciate esca lating costs as a result 

of bureaucratic overheads. 

The largest financial cost to most the 

organisations is that of insurance. CASA 

has a responsibility to the public and must 

provide assurance that our skies are safe 

for all who fly in them and for all who 

reside under them. There is obvious and 

inherent risk to public when aircraft take 
to the sky. In addition, CASA has no dim

inishing responsibility of ensuring appro

priate safety standards by devolving its 

functions to the administration organisa

tions. It therefore makes sense that CASA 

should ensure appropriate insurance cover 

is held by all organisations and pilots. 

The most effective way for CASA to 

do this is to extend their own insurance 

to cater for the self-administration organ

isations and sell it on to these organisa

tions with at least a neutral or positive 

recovery over cost. This would provide 

cheaper and wider scoped insurance than 

most of the sport and recreation organi

sations currently hold or which is even 

currently available to them. This could 

potentially decrease the organisation's 

reliance on membership fees which may 

in turn see more rogue pilots sign up 

to fly legally. 
There are other insurance issues for 

the administration organisations than 

just the public or professional indemnity 

cover, so this will need some consultation 

and exploration before such a concept 

can be put into play. However, the con

cept is being looked at as an option to 

benefit the aviation sector generally. 

Board Nominations 
Reminder to all members that nomina

tions for the 2010-2012 Committee of 

Management close on 14 August 2009. 

A list of nominees will be included 

in the September Soaring Australia issue, 

along with their profile and contact details 

for members to make direct enquiries on 

views, visions, etc, to those standing. 

Ballot papers w ill be sent in the 

September Soaring Australia issue with 

a closing date to be received at the HGFA 

Office by 2 October 2009. 

The new Board of Management will 

be announced in the November issue and 

the successful candidates will take their 

positions in April 2010. 

Any member nominating for the 

Committee of Management position 

should read the above report on recent 
direction changes initiated by CASA for 

sport and recreation aviation administra

tion organisations. Successful candidates 

of this election will be in the seat to 

ensure that these CASA initiatives are 

carried through. 

Accident Report Online 
Members are advised that an online acci

dent report is now available as a link 

from the main page of the HGFA web
site Iwww.hgfa.asn.au/Accidentlncident 

Form.html. 
Members are encouraged to report 

accidents and incidents as soon as possible 

following the actual occurrence. If you 

witnessed an accident or incident you 

can also use this form to report what 

you witnessed. 

Reporting of accidents and incidents is 

important in order to develop knowledge 

that may save your or other's lives by 

sharing information, evaluating what 

causa l factors led to the accident or 

incident and thereby having potential 

to avoid recurrence of a similar accident 

or incident. Reports assist the HGFA in 

reassessing and developing our tra ining 

and standards. There is on ly good to 

come out of reporting these misfortunes. 

Aircraft Defect Report Online 
Members are advised that an onl ine 

Aircraft Defect report is now available 

as a link of the main page of the HGFA 

website [www.hgfa.asn.aulDefect 

Reporting/aircraft_defect_report.html. 

This form should be used for any 

aircraft which shows a defect which may 

impact on other similar aircraft. Members 

are encouraged to use this form and raise 

notice to the HGFA of any defect noted 
during aircraft inspections. 

Fly safe. 

HGFA GENERAL MANAGER 

Chris Fogg 
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2S0B 

Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356 
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au> 
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HGFA President's Report · .. · . · · · · . · ••• 

I
t is with regret the HGFA Board sees 

another Board member leave. Don 

Cramer has left the HFA Board 

due to increasing workload. Don 

resigned on 30 June. We wish him well 

and thank him for his contributions over 

the past 14 months. 

Inaugural CASA Sports Aviation 
Safety Forum 
CASA held its first Sports Aviation Safety 

Forum with the sports aviation commu

nity in the first week of July 2009. There 

is an extensive report about the forum 

in the HGFA General Manager's Report, 

however, it was interesting to watch the 

direction of the meeting. 

CASA has contracted Aerosafe to 

do a risk profi le report on all the sports 

aviation organisations. Since the forum 

was held before our final one-on-one 

Deed meetings w ith CASA, we got to 

see how CASA views working with all 

these organisations. 

Did you know that 47% of all aircraft 
movement in Australia are made by sports 

aviation aircraft such as hang gliders, 

paragliders and weightshift microlights? 

The new CEO at CASA has looked at this 
statistic, along with the risk each of our 

sports bring to the flying and general 

public, and has determined that a lot 

needs to be done for CASA to understand 

how these organisations truly work and 

how these organisations deliver the risk 

mitigation that CASA w ishes to see in 
this sport. 

CASA has boosted the numbers of 

its Sports Aviation Team and is promising 

to work more closely w ith each sports 
aviation organisation, like the HGFA, 

making sure their safety and operations 

procedures and manuals are adhered to . 

An interesting fact to come out of 

the Aerosafe workshops, is that across 
the spectrum of different sports aviation 

organisations, on average 50% of the risk 

mitigation CASA sees in these sporting 

organisations is in the governance of 
August 2009 

the organisation, ie, the Board and the 

General Management, not in safety and 

operations. CASA will now be providing 

courses about a Board members f iduciary 

duty while on the Board of an organisa

t ion such as the HGFA. 

The HGFA Board members w ill 

receive this briefing when the new Board 

has its first Board meeting . Giving the 

information to nominees seeking Board 

election may also stop the resignations 

soon afterwards when the unexpected 

workload becomes too great. It will 

be good to see Aviation Organisation 

Governance taught by CASA. This w ill 

leave no doubt in Board members' minds 

as to what their fiduciary duties are wh ile 

on a Board and the legal implications of 

doing the wrong thing by the organisa

tion or CASA. 

At the Sports Aviation Safety Forum, 

CASA also made it clear that, since sports 

aviation is such a large part of the aircraft 

movements in Australia, if the sports avia

tion organisations could not regulate 

themselves satisfactorily, then CASA would. 

The HGFA sees th is as a win/win 

model, as it requires people wanting to 

be on the HGFA Board and Management 

Team to be responsible people who will 

take the role very seriously. This level of 

responsibility has been demonstrated to 

CASA with our current HGFA Board and 

GM receiving positive feedback to date. 

Do you know this to be t he case for 

the people using the HGFA's funds, your 
money, for wanting a second requisition 

at our Board election time? 

As a part of this renewed focus on 

sports aviation, CASA has also pledged 

to crackdown on pilots flying outside the 

law, such as HGFA pilots flying without a 

valid HGFA license. CASA has put a team 

together for this and is in discussion with 

the Austral ian Federal Police for more 

enforcement manpower. 

CASA w ill be randomly targeting 

areas of reported illegal activity and 

going after reported breaches. 
It was interesting to understand 

where CASA gets its money from to sup

port our sports. It was also interesting 

to see how they had evaluated their 

funds' distribution methodology and 

recognised that this needed to be 

changed. It was very similar to the HGFA 

going through its SARSIG project. Read 

more about this in the GM Report. 

Needless to say, your current HGFA 

management has been working towards 

the same goals as CASA and budgeting 

for and implementing the systems need

ed for greater accountability and transpa

rency. This should see the HGFA continue 

to move seamlessly into a state of gover

nance to be expected of all organisation 
very shortly. 

Safe flying, 
Javier Alvarez, HGFA President 
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Contact Addresses 
• • • • • • • • • • 
GFA 
Australian Gliding Museum 
1 Bicton 5~ MtWaver1eyVIC 3149, 
0398011098. 

Gliding Queensland 
(j. Treasurer, 67 Glenora St, Wynnum OLD 
4178, 0738348311,0417 761611. 
NSW Gliding Association 
The 5e<retary, 44 Yanko Ave, Wentworth 
falls N5W 1781, 01 68891733,01 
68891150, Trs: 0407 459581. 
South Australian Gliding Association 
PO Box 65, Millicent 5A 5180, 08 8733421, 
0427977118. 
Victorian Soaring Association 
4/139 Roberts 5t, Essendon VIC 3040, 
03 83835340, 03 93355364. 
Vintage Gliders Australia 
22 Eyre 5~ 8alwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362. 
WA Gliding Association Inc. 
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060, 
08 93281511, 08 94449505. 

NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA) 

327 (Gliding) flight, Australia 
(J. R 5heohan, 176 Macquarie Grove Rd, Camden 
N5W 2570, 0427 977117, 02 46553t71 . 
Bathurst Soaring Club 
PO Box 1681, Bathurst N5W 1795, 
0263371180 (weekend), 0417 470001 . 
Canberra Gliding Club 
GPO Box 1130, Canberra AG 1601, 
01 64513994, 0418 523994. 
Central Coast Soaring Club 
PO Box 1313, Gosford South N5W 1150, 
0243639111 , 0143844074, 0412844074. 
Cudgegong Soaring Ply Ltd 
(J. Matthews folbigg, level 7, 10-4 5mith 
5~ Parramatta N5W 1150, 0196357966, 
01 96357966. 
Grafton Gliding Club 
16 fuller 5t, Mullaway N5W 1456, 
0166541638, 0403088551. 
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co·op Ltd 
PO Box 9, Newcastle N5W 1300, 
01 95341884. 
lake Keepit Soaring Club 
234 Keepit Dam Rd, lake Keepit N5W 2340, 
0167697514. 
Leeton Gliding Club 
PO 80x 607, Leeton N5W 2705, 01 69533825. 
Narromine Gliding Club Inc, 
PO Box 140, Narromine N5W 2821, 
0168892733. 0418 270182. 
Orana Soaring Club Inc. 
PO 80x 240, Narromine N5W 2811, 
0168897373, 0418270182. 
RAAf Richmond Gliding Club 
RAAf Sase. Richmond N5W 2755, 
0245873214. 
RAAf Williamtown Gliding Club 
(JO Mr G R Lee, 10 federation Dr, Medowie 
N5W 2318, 02 49829334. 
Scout Association NSW Gliding 
(J. Bob G Balfour, 80 Malvern St. Panania 
N5W 2213, 02 96951100. 
Soar Narromine Pty ltd 
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821, 
01 68891856, 0419 992396. 
Southern Cross Gliding Club 
PO Box 131, Camden N5W 2570, 
0146558881,0418474636 (emergency). 

Southern Tablelands Gliding Club 
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan N5W 1620, 
02 62973504. 
South West Slope 50aring P/L 
181 Ashers la, Bendick Murrell N5W 1803, 
0488 531116. 
Sydney Gliding Incorporated 
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570,0412145144. 
Temora Gliding Club 
PO Box 206, Temora N5W 2666, 02 69772733. 

Gliding Queensland 
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc. 
201 5quadron Air force Cade15. PO Box 647 
Archerlield QLD 4108, 07 33324851 , 
0415150965. 
Barambah District Gliding Club 
1 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570, 
0754867247, 0412719797. 
Boonah Gliding Club Incorporated 
164 Depot Rd, Boonah QLD 4310, 
0754632630, 0408816164. 
Bundaberg Gliding Incorporated 
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670, 
0741579558, 0417071157. 
Byron Bay Gliding Inc 
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airlield, 
Tyagarah, N5W 2481, 0414 558794, 
0166844144, 0414558794 . 
Byron Bay Gliding PL 
1 Old Brunswid< Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyaga· 
rah, N5W 2481, 02 66847572, 0413787398. 
Byron Gliding Club Incorporated 
PO Box 815, Byron Bay N5W 2481, 
0266847627. 
Caboolture Gliding Club 
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510, 
0418713903. 
Central Queensland Gliding Club 
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700, 
07 49331178. 
Darling Downs Soaring Club 
Levell, 1 Swann Rd, Taringa QLD 4068, 
0746637140,0409 507847. 
Gympie Gliding Club 
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380. 
Kingaroy Soaring Club 
PO Box 91 , Kingaroy QID 4610, 07 41621191. 
0438179163. 
Moura Gliding Club 
PO Box 92, Moura QID 4718, 07 49973265, 
0428 360144. 
North Queensland Soaring (entre 
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814, 
0500 811011 . 
Pacific Soaring 
PO Box 159, Caboolture QLD 4510, 
07 54994997, 07 54994805. 
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring 
PO Box 144, Warwidc OLD 4370, 07 38348311. 

SA Gliding Association (SAGA) 
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc. 
PO Box 94, Gawler 5A 5118, 08 85211877. 
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Incorporated 
Adelaide Uni 5ports Assoc. The University of 
Adelaide SA SOO5, 08 88262103, 0411870963. 
Air Cadet Gliding Club 
PO Box 2000, 5alisbury 5A 5108, 
08 83805137, 0429 805137. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
GFA MEMBERSHIP FEES 2009-2010 
Membership: Normal Family 
N5W 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Queensland 
Western Australia 

S205 
S210 
S212 
S210 
S210 

SI64 
1169 
S171 
1169 
S169 

Student membership: Full Family 
N5W 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Queensland 
Western Australia 

1125.50 
S130.50 
S131.50 
1130.50 
S130.50 
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184.50 
S89.50 
S91.50 
189.50 
189.50 

Short-term membership:1 Month" 3 Month" 
QueenslandNictoria S57 172 
New South Wales S62 177 
South Australia S69 S84 
Western Australia 167 S82 
• Note: Once only PUIChase to Australian residents, 
thereafter 12 months membership to be purchased. 

Intemational postage for Soaring Australia 
to be added to membership fees: 

Zone Country Price 
1 New Zealand S51 
1 Singapore 151 
3 Japan, Hong Kong, India S51 
4 U5A, Canada, Middle East 174 
5 UK, Europe, South 

America, South Africa 174 

• • • • • • • • • 

Alice Springs Gliding Club 
PO Box 356, Alice 5prings NT 0871, 
0889526384, 0417530345. 
Australian Junior Gliding Club 
67A Balfour 51, Nailsworth 5A 5083, 
0417421650. 
Balaklava Gliding Club 

• 

PO Box 257, Salaldava SA 5461, 08 88645061. 
Barossa Valiey Gliding Club 
PO 80x 123, 5tonefield via Truro 5A 5356, 
0885640140, 0488 841373. 
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club 
PO Box 377. Bordertown SA 5268, 
0887521321 , 0409693027. 
Millicent Gliding Club 
PO Box 194, Millicent 5A 5180, 
0887333421 , 0427977218. 
Murray Bridge Gliding Club 
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor5A 5211 , 
08 85543543, 0409 677677. 
Northern Australian Gliding Club 
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 0811, 
0889412512. 
Renmark Gliding Club 
PO Box 450, Renmark 5A 5341 , 
0885951412,0417890215. 
5cout Gliding Club 
21 Burlord Crescen~ Redwood Park 5A 
5097,0882895085,0418815618. 
Waikerie Gliding Club 
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 85412644. 
Whyalia Gliding Club 
PO Box 556, Whyalla 5A 5600, 
0886452619, 0413127825. 

Victorian Soaring Association (V5A) 

Albury Corowa Gliding Club 
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689. 
Beaulort Gliding Club 
41 Ruby 5~ Essendon VIC 3040, 
0393376095, 0421803156 . 
Bendigo Gliding Club 
PO Box 846, Bendigo VI( 3550, 03 54423459. 
Bothwell Gliding Club 
PO Box 288, SaOOy Say TAS 7005, 03 61267615. 
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd 
(J. 18 Wyndham 5~ Werribee VIC 3030, 
0397413142,0429351234. 
(orangamite Soaring Club 
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum 
VIC 3325, 03 55939177. 
Geelong Gliding Club 
PO Box 197, 8acchus Marsh VIC 3340, 
0393385925,0409212527. 
Gliding Club Of Victoria 
PO Sox 46, Benalla VIC 3671 , 03 57621058, 
0429950580. 
Grampians Soaring Club 
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 0353525710, 
0417514438. 
Horsham flying Club 
PO Box 158, Horsham VI( 3402, 03 53823491, 
0427315845. 
Latrobe Valiey Gliding Club 
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840, 
0351221081 , 0407839238. 
Mangalore Gliding Club 
PO Box 108 Nagambie VIC 3608, 
0357985512,0418635717. 
Mount Beauly Gliding Club 
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699, 
0260591417, 0401075131 . 
Murray Border flying Club Inc 
PO Box 58, Tocumwal N5W 2714, 
0358831765, 041B 361415. 
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd 
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036, 
0400 144578. 
Soaring Club Of Tasmania 
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015, 
0362437508 . 
South Gippsland Gliding Club 
PO Box 475, lJ!Ongatha VI( 3953, 0437 454986. 
5portAviation Ply Ltd 
Gate 10, 8abingtons Rd, Tocumwal Airport. 
Tocumwal N5W 1714, 03 58742734, 
0427534122. 
Sunraysia Gliding Club 
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500, 
0350257335,0448293927. 

• • • • • • • • • • 

Swan Hill Gliding Club 
PO Box 160, Nyah VI( 3594, 03 50376688. 
Tumbarumba Gliding Club 
(J. Judd< Engineering PIl. PO Box 5283, 
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69151642, 0428 251642. 
VMfG 
GPO Box 1096, MelbaurneVIC 3001, 
0402281918 or 03 98486473 (h) . 
Wagga Wagga Soaring Club Inc. 
PO Box 613, Wagga Madretplace Wagga 
Wagga N5W 1650, 0427 205614. 

WA Gliding Association (WAGA) 

716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets 
7 Wing HQ. RAAf Base Pearce Bullsbrook 
WA 6084, 08 95717800. 
Beverley Soaring Society 
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304, 
08 94595719, 0437377744. 
Gliding Club of Western Australia 
PO Box 6231 , East Perth WA 6892, 
0892212164, 0417991806 (weekends). 
Morawa Gliding Club 
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022. 
Narrogin Gliding Club 
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312, 
08 98811795 (weekends), 0407 088314. 
Stirlings Gliding Club 
(J. Peter Hardy·Atkin~ 8 Parker 5~ Lockyer. 
Albany WA 6330, 08 98428816, 0408 842616. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
HGFA 
All correspondence, including changes 
of address, membership renewals. short 
term memberships, rating forms and 
other administrative matters should 
be sent to; 

HGFA National Office 

40-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 
3041, ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177, 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, Iwww.hgfa.asn.auJ. 

HGFA General Manager 

Chris Fogg, PO 80x 258, Helensburgh 
N5W 2508, phllax 02 4294 9300, 0417 
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>. 
Information about site ratings, sites and 
other local matters, (ontact the appropriate 
State associations, region or club. 
Board Members 2008 to 2010 

Pres: Javier Alvarez <presidentOhgfa.asn. 
au>, 0418116681, PO Box 341 Ourimbah 
NSW 2258. 
Sec: Paul Coffey <PauI.Coffey@hgfa.asn. 
au>, 0428 504185, 25 Taylor 5~ Eaton 
WA 6132. 
Trs: Mark MilSos <Mark.Mitsos@hgfa. 
asn.au>, 0408 864083, 22 longview Cr, 
5tanwell Tops NSW 1508. 
Board Members: 
Don Cramer <Oon.Cramer@hgfa.asn. 
au>, PO Box 107, 0409 699115, Dalby 
QLD 4405. 
Bill Moyes <BiII.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>, 
0418 668889, 1144 Botany Road, Botany 
N5W 2019. 
Brian Webb <Brian.Webb@hgfa.asn.au>, 
PO Box 138, BrighlVIC 3741, 03 57551753, 
0394121791 ,0417530971. 
Geoffrey White <Geoff.White@hgfa.asn. 
au>, 0437 073400, 32 mana Dr, Churchill 
VIC 3842. 
Stephen Clark <stephenmclark@iprimus. 
com.au>, 0419 997550, 9 Dale Crs, Mt 
5tuart TAS 7000. 

States & Regions 

AGHPA 
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton AG 0200; 
Iwww.acthpa.orgJ. Pres: Barry Oliver 
0407815819, <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu. 
au>; Trs: Geoff Robertson 0429 843417, 
<geoffrobertson@grapevine.com.au>; 
50<: Alistair Dickie 0404 023359, 
<Alnrelly@alistairdickie.com>; Meetings: 
1st Thu/month 7.3Opm Yamba 5ports Club. 
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc. 
PO Box 146. Midland, WA 6936 
<hgawa@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 
<ronwaysouth@yahoo.(om.au>;V-Pres: 
Alex Jones <aa.jones@bigpond.net.au>; 
Trs: Greg lowry <gJowry@iinet.net.au>; 
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Sec: Mirek Generowia <mgenerow@ 
optusnet.com.au>; Trs: Colin Brown 0407 
700378, <cobrown@bigpond.com>. 
NSW HG and PG Association 
PO Box 341, Ourimbah NSW 2258, Iwww. 
nswhpa.orgl . Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418 
116681, <president@nswhpa.Ofg>:V-Pres: 
Nir Eshed 0423 422494, <vice-president@ 
nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul Cox 0421 072897, 
«oxy@ccparagliding.(om.au>;Trs: John Selby 
0414218391 , <1reasuret@nswhpa.org>. 
North Queensland HG Association 
PO Sox 608, Kuranda OLD 4881 . Pres: Bob Hayes 
0438 710882 <ro!layes@OptusrelCOfO.au>;V
Pres: John Creswell 0400 122261; SeclTrs: Tracey 
Hayes, PO 80x 608, Kuranda OLD 4881 , 0418 
963796 <info@azurep/1otogr'aphy.com.au>. 
Queensland HG Association 
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@ 
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, (anungra 
OLD 4275 07 38448566. 
South Australian HG/PG/Ml Association 
SAHGA Inc, cJO PO Bo, 6260, HaJJifax St, 
Adclaide SA. All email: <sahga.exe<@gmaiL 
com>. Pres: Stuart McClure 0428100796; 
Se<lTrs: Rob Woodward 0408 808436. 
Tasmanian HG &- PG Association 
Iwww.thpa.nel) . Pres: Boris Marold (lAun
ceston HG pilot), 0407 564422, <presidenl@ 
thpa.net>; Se<lTrs: 51ephen Clark (Hobart HG 
pilot), 0419 997550, <secretary@1hpa.net>. 
Northern TAS info: Richard Long (Bumie PG 
pilot), 0438 593998, <northern@thpa.net>. 
Victorian HG and PG Association 
PO Box 157, NorthcoteVIC 3070,lwww.vhpa. 
org.au/). Pres: Martin Halford <president@ 
vhpa.org.au>, 0434427500; Sec: Andrew 
Medew <Se<retaJy@vhpa.org.au>;Trs: 
Peter Allen <treasurer@vhpa.org.au>; SO: 
Hamish Barker; Site Development: Mark Pike; 
Committee Members: Jan Bennewitz, Glenn 
Bachelor, Kevin Grosser, Rob Parker; Web: 
Cindi & Jan 8ennewitz. 

Club. 
NATIONAL 

The Pica Club Incorporated 
62 Ande""n Street, Easl GeeJong VIC 3219 
Pres: Ricky Clarke 0409 955089, <ricJarke@ 
ncable.net.au>; V-Pres: Andrew Shipley; Sec 
Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596, <amaccart4 
@tpg.(om.au>, Trs: Thomas Dahmen. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc. 
Iwww.bmhgc.org.au). Pres: Andy McMurray 
(PG) 02 47875616, 0428 866737, <andyona 
laya@yahoo.(om.au >; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes 
(HG) 0421 376680, <gregodoroes@aap1.net. 
au>; See: Andrew Paterson (HG) 02 96395461, 
0425 305984, <paterson.andrew@bigpond. 
com>; TrslSSO: Allan Bush (HG) 02 47738037, 
0407 814524, <allanandbeth@bigpond.com>; 
550: Paul Hunt (HG) 0404 851876, <hunlp@ 
ozemail.com.au>; Comp Oir: Mark Stewart 
(PG) 47871357, 0416 394289, <artik_mark@ 
yahoo.com.au>; Ed: Hossain Tef.ili (HG) 0410 
529675, <htefaili@yahoo.com>; Comp: lAst 
Sun/Month, meet outside Ivanhoe Hotel, 
Blackheath. Meetings: Contaa Committee. 
Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261 , Iwww. 
centralcoastskysurfers.com). Pres/SSO: Javier 
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javieralvarez@y7mail. 
com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 <jeff@ 
survivalsolutions.com.au>: Sec Julte Terry 0411 
567825, <julie@survivalsolutions.com.au>: 
Trs: Paul Cox 0417 355897, <coxy@ccpara 
gliding.com.au>, SSOs: Paul Cox 0417 
355897, Javier Alvarez 0418116681 . 
Meetings: 1 st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina 
Leagues Club. lIya Ave, Erina. 
Ousty Demons Hang Gliding Club 
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, AO 2913. Pres: 
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@ 
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746, 
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter 
0415920444; 550: Peter Oall 0428 813746. 
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club 
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony 
bedwards@optusnet.com.au;V-Pres: Nell 
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; 550: 
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@ 
hunterlink.netau>. Meetings: last Tue/month 
7pm, Hexham Boming Club. 
lIIawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc. 
27a Paterson Rd, CoalcJiff NSW 2508. Pres: 
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chelcutil@ 
bigpond.(om>; Sec: John Parsons; 550: TIm 
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Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemall.(om.au>. 
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club 
Iwww.homestead.comi1capc); Pres: Michael 
Porter 041 5 920444 <MichaeJ.Porter@jllrid. 
com.au>;V-Pres: James Ryrie 0261610225 
<James@Micalago.com>; Sec Mark Mourant 
0248464144 <tully@ispd,net.au>. 
Manilla SkySaiiors Club Inc. 
PO Box I, Manilla NSW 2346, lwww.mss. 
org.au1 . PresiSSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 
02 67856545, « kygodfrey@aoJ.com>, V-Pres: 
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov. 
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>, 
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmaiJ.com>, 550 
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick. 
lenders@gmail.com>, 550 (WM): Willi Ewig 
0267697771 <skyranch@gmx.net>. 
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club 
Pres; Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; 550: Lee 
Sco« 0429 844961. 
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club 
PO Bo, 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; Iwww. 
nhgc.asn.aul. dly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres: 
Stuart Coad <president@nhgc.asn.au> 0408 
524862; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 49436791; SecJ 
Comp Director: Simon Plint 0407 613701. 
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica 
Barrett 0425 847207; 50s: Coastal- Tony 
Barton 0412 607815,tnland - Scott Barrett 
0415 847208, John O'Donohue 02 49549084, 
PG - James Thompson 02 49468680; News
letter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@ 
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn 
St, Merewether. 
Northern Beaches HG Club 
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres: 
Peter Rundle <sf27rnz@gmajl.com>; 
V-Pres: Brett Coupland 0409162616, 
<nbf@whirlwind.com.au>; Sec: Alexander 
Drew 0423 696677, <dalexander@med. 
usyd.edu.au>; CEO: Jude Ho <heyjudeho@ 
bigpond.com>; Trs: Steve Nagle <steve. 
nagle@gmail,com>; Committee: Rohan 
Taylor <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Graeme 
Cran <crannie@ccparagliding.com.au>. 
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club 
PO 80x 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481 ; Iwww. 
nrghpgc.net) . Pres: Cedar Anderson 0429 
070380 <cedar@poliglide.com>; V·Pres: Brian 
Rushton 0427 615950 <byronait@optusnet. 
com.au>; Sec: Maureen McEneaney 04'3 
166548 <maureen_mceneaney@yahoo.com>; 
Trs: Paul Gray <paraluap@hotmaiLcom>; 
550 (PG): Undsay Wooten <iindsaywootten@ 
bigpond.com>, 0417 210993; 550 (HG): 
Andrew Polidano. Meetings: 2nd WedJmonth, 
7pm, Byron Services Club. 
5tanwefl Park HG and PG Club 
PO Box 258 Hefensburgh N5W 2508; Pres: 
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president 
@flystanwell.(om>; Sec: Nir Eshed <member 
ship@flystanwell.com>:Trs:Adrian le Gras 
0400 002281 , <treasuref@flystanwell.com>; 
M/ship: Robert Seckold <membership@ 
flrstanwell.com>; 550: Mark MiOOs 0408 
864083, <5SO@flystanwell.com>. 
Sydney Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter. 
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: 
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx. 
com.au>; Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625. 
<Susanne.liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>; 
50: Ooug Dole, Bruce Wynne; 550: Ken 
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm 
Endeavour Hotel, Botany. 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Alice Springs HG and PG Club 
Pres: Bren Lewis 0418 890033, <freelance@ 
octa4.net.au>; Vi(e-Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 
098354, <redcentreparagliding@yahoo.com>. 
Please contact for paramotoring. PG ridge 
soaring and thermal flying. 

QUEENSLAND 
Caboolture Microlight Club 
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie OLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil. 
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254, 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au> 
Cairns Hang Gliding Club 
PO 80, 6468, Cairns OLD 4870. Pres: Bob 
Hayes 0438710882 <rohayes@optusne1.com. 
au>; V-Pres/SO: Brett Collier 0431 151150 
<brettcollier@bigpond.(om>; Sec: Lance 
Keough,31 Holm S~ Atherton OLO 4883, 
0740912117; Trs: NeY Akers 07 40532586. 
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc. 
PO Box 41 , Canungra QLD 4275; Iwww.chgc. 

ALL CLUBS PlEASE CHECK DETAILS IN lHIS SEGION CAREFULLY 
Could afl Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and cu~en.t detai~ of their uecutive 
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attentIOn IS directed to the IIstlOg of 
SsOs and 50s for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior 50s and 50s confirm 
ALL 550 and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <officeOhgfa.asn.au> to ensure that . 
those holding these appointments have it fisted on the Membership Database and can reeewe 
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these offtcers is required to be _ 
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if .(on~rmatlon 
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current fomls or confirmation IS held, 
the appointment will be taken as having expired. General Manager, HGfA 

asn.au) . Pres: Raef Mackay 0408 994104 
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin 
Bennett <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>: Sec 
Dirk Barber; Trs: Enda Murphy <treasurer@ 
chgc.asn.au>; SecJEd: Cameron McNeill 0419 
706326, <seaetary@chgc.asn.au>; Gen-Exec: 
Greg Hollands <gem@chgc.asn.au>; 550 PG: 
Phil Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317 
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO HG: Lee Patterson 
0417025732 «so@chgc.asn.au>. 
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc. 
'The Lagoons' Comet River Rd, Comet OLD 
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438 
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: 
James lowe 0418 963315, <j.Iowe@cqu. 
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, 
<jaw12@bigpond.com>: ElJents: Jon Wall 
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team. 
telstra .com>; 550: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 
0749387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 
0749922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>. 
Conondale Cross-Country flyers Inc. 
[WYNi.conondalexcflyers.asn.auJ). Pres: Carl 
Forster 0411 135753; Sec: Denis Davis 0428 
130375; Trs: Steve Stocker 0411 226733; 550 
(PGIPPG) Graham 5utherland 0429 935882, 
(MHG) Frank Fontaine 0408 556113. 
Dalby Hang Gfiding Club 
17 Mizzen S~ ManfyWest OLD 4179. Pres: 
Daron 'Boof Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@ 
aclad.com.au>;V-Pres: Nick Purcell 0414 
779191. <n.purcell@optusnet.com.au>; 
SedTrs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821, <annie. 
bruce@bigpond.com>; 550: Jason 'Yoda' Reid 
0424293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>. 
Fly Killarney Inc. 
3/198 Winwill Rd, Grantham OLD 4347. 
Pres/SSO: lindsay Wootten 0427 210993, 
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres: 
Alistair Gibb 0414 577232, <11thhour@iinet. 
net.au>; SeclTrs: Sonya Fardefl 0415 156256, 
<S.fardell@uq.edu.au>. 
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club 
PO Box 227, Rainbow 8each OLD 4581; 
<intheair@ozemail.(om.au>. Pres: Geoffrey 
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661 ; V-Pres 
& 550 (HG): Oavid Cookman 0427 498753; 
V-Pres (PG): Tex 8eck 0407 238017; Trs: 
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec Janine Krauchi 
0438 701220; (HG): David Cookman 0427 
498573. 07 54498573; 550 (PG): Jean-
Luc lejaille 0418 754157, 0754863048 & 
Jonathan Allen 0438 107518,07 54748169. 
Wicked Wings Club 
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190 
Drayton St, lAidley OLD 4341 . Pres: Peter 
5chwenderling 0427 461347 «wendol@big 
pond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427 805960 
<richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy Litzow 
0448 456607 <troylitzoW@optusnet.com.au>. 
Whitsundays HG Club 
Contact: Henry!< Wojcik 07 49550253 (h), 
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>; 
SeclTrs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax: 
0749555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>. 

TASMANIA 
Tasmanian HG&PG As, (see States & Regions) 

VIGORIA 
Oynasoarers Hang Gliding Club 
<dynasoa(ers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale 
Appleton 0408 382635; 550: Rob van der 
Klooster 0408 335559. Meelings: 1st FrU 
month, venue see Iwww.hgfa.asn.aui-dyna). 
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club tnc. 
PO Bo, 5278, South Melbourne VtC 3205 
Iwww.mhgc.asn.au). Pres: Gabriel Toniolo 0407 
54451', <gabriel.toniolo@hotmail.com>; 
Sec: Andrew Medew 0425 702957, <hang_ 
gliding@iprimu>com.au>; SSO: Peter Holloway 
0409 526 805, dnfo@freedomairsports. 
com.au>. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm 
atower Hotel, 686 8urwood Road, Hawthom 
East 3123. 
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@ 
nevhgc.net>; Sec: William Brooks 0409 
411791 , <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs:Tony 
Kenney 0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc. 
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669, 
<membershipCnevhgcnet>; SSOlComps: 

Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brighM@nelc.net. 
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972; 
Meetings: Iwww.hgfa.asn.aui-nevhgcJl. 
Sky High Paragliding Club 
Iwww.skyhighparagliding.orgl; Pres: Rob Parker 
0415316861.<presideot@skyhighparagliding. 
org>;V-Pres: Martin HaUord 0425 816852, <Vp 
@sk)tlighparagliding.org>; Trs:PeterAilen0412 
238567, <lres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec 
Julie Sheard 0425 717944, <sec@skyhighpara 
gliding.org>; Membership: Col Hjortshoj; Mer
chandise: lAuren Oloughlin; Nov Rep: Nelson Li 
<nOV@skyhighparagliding.org>;Web: Peter 
Broughton <WrT1@skyhighparagliding.org>; 
Safety: Carolyn Dennis <safety@skyhighpara 
gliding.org>; Committee: loz Pouani. Meetings: 
1 st Wed/month Rpm Retreal Hole1, 226 
Nicholson S~ Abbotsford. 
Southern Microlight Club 
[http://home,vicnet.net.auJ-stdubl]. Pres: 
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h), < mark079@ 
optusnelcom.au>; V~Pres: Mal1c Howard 03 
9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka 03 94866996 
(h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: Carl Dillon 
<carldillon@optusnet.com.au>. Meetings: 
2nd Tue/month 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1 
Thompsons Rd, 8ulleen. 
Western Victorian Hang Gliding Club 
PO 80x 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, IwwwWVHGL 
com). Pres: Phillip Campbell 0419 302850, 
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>;V-Pres:Andrew 
Stevens 0418147888, <andrew.stevens@ 
frankston.vic.gov.au>; Sec: Mark O'Keefe 0412 
473724. <mark_okeefe@mac.com>; Trs: 
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, <rcarstairs@ 
optushorne.com.au>; Site Development 
Officers: Jon Merli, Greg Begelhole, Bruce 
Atkinson, Drew Christian; Newsletter: Andrew 
Stevens. Meetings: 1st Wed/month at Richard's 
place. Glenroy. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Albany HG & PG Club 
550: Simon Shuttlewor1h 0427 9SOS56; Sec John 
Middleweek 08 98412096, fax: 08 98412096. 
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc. 
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs. Maylands WA 6051 . 
Pres: Mike Annear 0400 775173 <mike@' 
mikeannear.com>; V·Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 
003059<1romes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin 
8rown 0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond. 
com>; Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 
935462 <Shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod 
Merigan 0439 967971 <nmeMgan@q-netnet 
au> Clive Safvidge 0402 240038 <ciive@iinet. 
ne1.~u>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien. 
me@gmail.com>; 50s: John Carman, Nigel 
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: last 
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling 
Club. Park S~ Tuart Hill. 
Goldfields Oust Devils Inc. 
Iwww.dustdevils.itaustralia.orgl. Kalgooriie: 
Pres/SSO: Murray Wood <muzeI71@bigpond. 
net.au>, 08 90215771 ; TrslSO: Richard Breyley 
<richard.breyley@kbrl.com.au>, 0417 986896; 
Sec: Antony Corbett <antony.corbett@rapallo. 
COfO.au> 0439 943841 . Perth: 550: Mark 5tokoe 
<MaricStokoe@heallh.wa.gov.au> 0414932461. 
Hill Flyers Club Inc. 
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams 
0427 057961 ; SeclS50: Gary 8ennet 0412 
611 680; 550: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, 
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman 
0893859469. Meetings held on site during 
club fly-ins at York, TODdyay. 
Western Microlight Club Inc. 
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith 
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Pauf Coffey 0428 
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004. 
Western Soarers 
<WShgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Bo' 483, Mt 
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Michael Duffy 
<lehan99liding@gmail.com>; V-Pres: Jason 
Kath <jason.kath@yahoo.com.au>; SeclTrs: 
Mirek Generowia 0427778280, <mgenerow@ 
optusnelcom.au>; SSOS: Shaun Wallace, Gavin 
Nicholl~ Matty CoolI, Ride Williams. Michael 
Duffy. Meetings: See Ihttp1Iau.groups.yahoo. 
comlgrouplwestem_soarersl]. 
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GFA 

NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTIS ERS 

All advertisements and payment can be sent to : 
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising 

level 1/34 Somerton Road. Somerton VIC 3062. 
Ph: 03 9303 7805. Fax: 03 9303 7960 
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au> 

Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution 
(300dpi at 100% size) using Tlf or EPS formats. 

Photographs may be provided in either photo print 
or slides. low resolution digitals are not suitable. 

Photographs, slides or disks may be returned . Please 
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope 

for the return of any promotional material. 
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to 
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or 

credit card). Don't forget Classifieds dead line is the 
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence. 

Single-seater Sailplanes 
Astir CS VH·WVK basic instruments. Borgelt vario. 
Form 2 completed June, new tow·out gear, gel-coat 
VGC. fully enclosed trailer GC. nothing to spend. 
Great first glider S18000. Ph: Ross 0409 614319. 
ASW 28·18. 152 hrs, solar cell on fuse. Borgelt 
B400. Xcom VHf, Komet trailer. Tow·out gear. Based 
Tocumwal. S 140000. Ph: 0403 788278. 

Jantar Std VH-IZT. 1750 hrs, 1000 landings. 
Good clean condition. Microair radio. Borgelt 
instrumentation, canopy hinge. Well thought out 
trailer & all tow-out gear. Competitive Standard 
Class performance at S30K. Also available hangar 
Lake Keepit S10K. Ph: Paul 0404 851876. 

GLIDING FEDERATION 
OF AUSTRALIA INC 
Airworthiness Inspection 

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE 

o A Form 2 inspection is due. $16O'*' payment 

is endosed 

o The ( of A requires renewal. $41' payment 
is endosed and the existing ( of A document 

is returned 

o Initial registration package is required. 

S39O' payment is enclosed 
, Fees indude GIT 

Payment method: 

o Cheque 0 Credit Card 
For internet payments, deposit into: 

o Direct Deposit 

BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562 

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST 
o Please send me a transfer of owner<hip document 
o Plea .. send me a change of registered 

operator document 

Aircraft Type .................................. ............... ............................. . 

Registration marks VH - .......................................................... . 

Address to which documents are to be sent is: 

Name ................. ....................... .. ...... ......................... ......... , ..•... 

Address .............................. ............... ...... .. ................ .. .. ..... ....... . 

State .............. ........................................ Postcode ...................... . 

Forward to: GFA Airworthi ...... Secretary, 

level 1134 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062. 
Email: <AirworthinessOse<.gfa.org.au> 

Fax: 03 9303 7960 
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Kestrel 19m 44:1 (wet), 43:1 (dry), only three 
prior owners, 2257 hrs. 59B landings, excellent 
appearance. new National 425 parachute. nice 
factory-build fRP trailer. hangar at Beverley airfield 
included, complete tow·out set, tail chute, fully 
flapped, new battery, new Borgelt B400, new 
Garmin GPS 60, recently overhauled. AH. oxygen 
system with panel mounted bottle pressure. fully 
Mylar sealed, fresh Form 2, 70 litre water capacity. 
watering equipment. full covers set. S29000. Ph: 
Paul 0427 345560. 

Libelle 201 B Sn 454. VH·GCl Good condition. 
new canopy. new panel with Borgelt vario. Flarm 
& LX 20 GPS logger. New tyres. waterbag & dw 
tow-out gear & good trailer. Also: parachute & wing 
covers. For more details ph: Nigel 02 66243999. 
LS6 VH-XJS 1986. Komet trailer. Cambridge logger, 
tow-out gear. tail tank, flarm. half share based 
Temora, NSW, in a rented concrete floor hangar 
S35K. Whole glider flyaway S70K. Ph: Andrew Ward 
0409 829895, 02 62622426 or <ward-Iy@actewagl. 
net.au>. 

Ventus 2c 18m, sell aircraft including trailer. avail· 
able for inspection at Warwick airfield. QLD. Ph: 
0438371145 or 0419 989 288 to discuss further. 

Two-seater Sailplanes 
Janus a 20m two-seater with full instrumentation 
& trailer. Impeccable condition. Ph: Roger Druce 03 
94398947 or <rogdruce@optusnet.com.au> for full 
details. 
K7 VH·XJV in current use, recent Form 2. 4011 hrs. 
3174 landings. Basic instruments & radio. No trailer 
S7500 neg. Ph: 0424 958173 or 0733856183 (h). 

Self launching/Motor Gliders 
ASK 21 Mi 2007, Byron Bay, 800 hrs. engine brand 
new. one year warranty. fully equipped (g meter, 
parachutes. transponder. etc) beautiful! Reason: not 
enough use for it. Ph: 0423 787398. 
SF2S C very good condition. LlOOO new, Byron Bay. 
Ph: 0423 787398. 

Dimona H36. two-seat. 114 share. excellent 
condition, soars & tours well. based Camden. see 
(www.dimonamotorglider.com) for photos & details. 
S22500. Ph: 0429 493828. 
Dimona H36 stunning climber, great soarer & 
comfortable tourer. New Sauer 2500 motor. Great 
value S109K. Deliver free Oz. Ph: John 0418 857509 
or 02 66857509. 
Grob 10lC twin self launch, low hrs. excellent 
condition. only just refinished in PU last month. 
Komet trailer with hydraulic cradle. great value 
at $156000 ono. incl. fOB costs if exported. Local 
delivery can be arranged. Contact: <byrongliding@ 
gmail.com> or 02 668766B5. 
Motor Falke 15m, ceramic bore 10 hr endurance. 
Solo. always hangared, flown most days. only S38K 
neg. Ph: 07 49958360. fax: 07 49958464. 
Motor Falke, great climber, great tourer, great 
trainer. Jabiru 2200 motor, frame up refurbishment. 
A steal at S73000. Email: <jwitham@nor.com.au> 
for info. 
TeST DMS two·seat motor glider. Retractable 
engine. low hrs. excellent condition. located 
Serpentine WA, S55000 ono. Ph: 0405 305957. 

Ventus 2CM self launch. VH·GLR. excellent 
condition, 720 hrs, 30 engine hrs. Wings profiled & 
stable, aircraft finished in polyurethane. Instruments 
include ASI, ALI. Borgelt B40. B50, B2000. flarm, 
Microair radio & compass. Factory extras are tail 
tank, tinted canopy & tilt up panel. Enclosed trailer 
& tow-out gear. Always hangared at Jondaryan. Ph: 
John Moore 07 32636618. 

Wanted 
Secondhand GPS'compatible glide computer. 
Details to <softdawn@optusnet.com.au>. 

Instruments & Equipment 
CLEARNAV tunnel mount is here! Stick controls 
& low power drain. Ph: ian McPhee 0428 B47642 or 
<mrsoaring@gmail>. 

Parachute for sale. Thinback harness with 
sheepskin lining. Aerolite canopy emergency 
parachute. Brand new as at 11107. Repack not due 
until 9/09. For further details call 0438 371145. 

General 
BUSINESS - BYRON BAY GLIDING 

Training & charters, AOC. good turnover, very good 
income. CHANGE YOUR WAY OF LIVING! Adequate 
training will be provided! Ph: JB 02 66847572. 
Each soaring season the Gliding Club of Victoria 
engages two pilots to tow Monday to friday. from 
November to March at 8enalla. These pilots clock·up 
100 hrs plus. Expressions of interest are sought from 
pilots with a tailwheel endorsement. Initial contact 
through: <softdawn@oplusnet.com.au>. 

Gliding Publications 
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of 
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value 
modelling magazine. Now S60pa for six issues. 
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30. 
Tullamarine. VIC 3043. 
Free Flight: Quarterly journal of the Soaring Asso
ciation of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian 
soaring scene & relevant intemational news & 
articles. SUS26 for one year, S47 for two years, S65 
for three years. 107·1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa, 
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada. email: <sac@sacca>. 

Gliding International: The new international 
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising 
in being first with news from every corner of the 
soaring globe. AS60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit 
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International. 
79 fifth Avenue. Tauranga. New Zealand. Email: 
<office@glidinginternational.com>. 
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative 
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4 
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour. 
Available from the British Gliding Association, 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, leicester. England. 
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50. 
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sail· 
plane Homebuilders Association. SUS29 (airmail 
SUS46) to SHA, do Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith 
Road, Chatsworth. CA 9131 1 USA. 
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring 
Society of America Inc PO Box 2100, Hobbs,nm 
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually): 
SUS43 surface delivery; SUS68 premium delivery. 
Technical Soaring/OSTlV: Quarterly publicationof 
SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. do 
T U Delft. fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 1. 
NL·2629 HS DELFT. The Netherlands. 
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders 
Australia. edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith. PO Box 
577, Gisbome VIC 3437. Membership S20 pa. ~ 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
HGFA 
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend
ed use; this includes the skill level required 
for the specific aircraft being reflective of 
the pilot's actual rating and experience. All 
members must adhere to the maintenance 
requirements as contained in Section 9 of 
the Operations Manual and as provided 
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment 
should always be inspected by an indepen' 
dent person, an Instructor wherever possi· 
ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
condition, airworthiness and suitability of 
the aircraft. It should include examination 
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is 
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Classifieds .:lre free of charge to HGFA members 

up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified 
per person per issue will be accepted. 

Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office 
for membership verification/payment by email 

<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax : 03 93362177 or post: 
4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keitor Park VIC 3042. 

The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication 
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for 

one issue. For consecutive publication, fe-submission 
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. 

When submitting a classified remember to include 
your contact details (for prospective buyers), 

your HGFA membership number (for verification) 

and the State under which you would like the 
classified placed. (Note that the above does not 
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may 

place multiple classified entries, but will be 
charged at usual advertising rates.) 

unethical and a legally volatile situation 
for individuals to provide aircraft which 
are unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, 
or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way. 

Hang Gliders & Equipment 

NEW SO UTH WALES 

Airborne FUN 190, never flown, stored indoors 
in brand new condition. Harnesses, parachutes, 
anachments & two large bags of equipment includ· 
ed. All owned by the late leon Arena. S4000 for the 
lot. Ph: Troy Arena 0423707652; 02 66561244. 
Fun 220 (Tandem). Very low hrs. Has done no 
tandem flights yet. Yellowlwhite with PX LE, fa ired 
DTs, great glider for heavy/strong person, tandem 
& dune flying. Seller moving overseas. S4200 ono. 
Ph: 0416 205025 or 02 65661777. 

Moyes Litesport 4, 40 hrs, as new condition. 
Ph: Stefan 0422 467525, <stefan@felder.net.au>. 
Sting 154. Great condition, low hrs. Missile GT 
190, 50 hrs, perfect for motor harness or nanolite 
base. Going overseas, reasonable offers considered. 
Ph: 0414 816634. 

VICTORIA 

Moyes Xtreme harness with paramute & tow 
bridles, good condition, very comfortable to fly. 
Suit pilot 5'8 ' to 6' tall S400 neg. View in person 
or detailed photos online by request. Can mail by 
post or courier if required. Ph: 8en 0425 754312, 03 
93871980 or <benb3d@yahoo.com> (Brunswick). 

Paragliders & Equipment 

NEW SOUTH WA LES 

Sigma 6 2005. DHV 2, 200 hrs, good condition, 
orangelyellowlblue, very stable/solid wing, most hrs 
inland, three repai rs all professionally done, recently 
had full canopy & line check, S1300. Ph: Andy 0428 
866737 (8lue Mountains). 

QUEE NSLAND 

Powered Paragliding Package, as new: Motor 
Sportix Sim, Digital Sim ignition, Tiny Tach, three 
hrs, $8500 (prop covers free); Glider Silex medium, 
10 hrs, S3500. Helmet Icaro 2000 Roll 8ar with 
headset, S800. Radios lcom UHFNertex VHF/Cables 
& switches, S1000. Ph: Phillip Gould 0755109529 
or 0409 921722. 

Microlights & Equipment 

NEW SOUTH WA LE S 

Airborne Edge, 190 hrs, great condition. Airborne 
Classic/Streak 2, 28 hrs, as new. Ramphos, 14 hrs. 
All with all extras, trailers, covers, comms, etc. 
Going overseas, reasonable offers considered. 
Ph: 0408446771. 
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Microlight T2·6032 XT582 with Cruze wing, 
156 hrs, B2000 ono. Ph: Andrew 0429 371281. 

Airborne Outback Edge, S27000 ono. X series, 
Tundra optioned with thick tyres, Rotax 582 two· 
stroke 65hp engine & Wizard 3 wing. Electric start, 
Mieroair radio, lynx headsets, Icaro helmets, heavy
duty covers & more. Under 50 hrs, immaculate 
condition. Regretfull sale, seller moving overseas. 
For more photos & details ph: Angus 0416 205025, 
0265661777 or <surfergus@bigpond.com> 
(Mid·North Coast). 

QUEENSLA ND 

Airborne Trike Buzzard with Wizard II wing, 
Rotax 532, good condition, with vertex radio, with 
headset, single-seat, rego #2420, S5000 ono. Ph: 
Terry 0407195743 or <terryway@hotmail.com>. 

VICTORIA 

Apollo Delta·Jet Microlight. This beautiful & 
excellent handling mierolight is a top of line trike 
and has only 40 hrs n. It has a 912 Rotax engine, 
permanent carby heat, factory fined Microair 760 
radio & flycom com box, a factory-fined Enigma 
colour glass cockpit with built-in GPS (fantastic 
system, go to Iwww.mglavionics.co.zJ). a three
disc breaking system, a sol id aluminium leaf gear 
suspension system, top & bonom strobe lights & 
a Silva compass. The wiring is of GA quality & the 
aircraft is overall manufactured to a very high 
standard. It has a proven Italian 12.5m wing that 
eruises at 70kt & is excellent in turbulence. It is 
registered until 2013 & has just been serviced 

• 

(25 hrs) by a LAME. This trike, fully imported from 
the USA, now retails at well over S75,OOO. An 
equivalent Airborne XT 912 Streak winged trike 
would cost over S72,OOO. The cost of this trike is 
only S58,800. This model LSA trike & more details 
of it can be viewed at the manufacturer's site 
Iwww.tampabay.comJ.Ph: 0404 022177. ...." 

HGFA Schools 
QUE ENS LAND 

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING 
APCO AUSTRALIA 

Offering the full range 
of APeo equipment 

APeD Aviation three years/150 hours warranty 
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique 

in the industry. Customer service and 
100% satisfadion guarantee. 

Test centre for APCD gliders [www.apcoaviation.comj. 

APCO Australia and PWC winner 
of the Serial Class 2000 

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on 
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access 
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the (ooloola 
National Park induding Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round, 
GOkm cross-country flights have been achieved in winter! 
fULL LICENCE COURSE - Strictly only four students per 
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days. 
REfRESHER COURSE - Groundhandling. top landing or asym
metric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts. 
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT - We have the sites, the weather and the 
knOWledge. 
SALES AND SERVICES - New and se<ond·hand, trade-in, 
maintenance and repairs. 
YOUR INSTRUCTORS, Jean-Luc Leiaille, Cfl and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 2,500 student days' experience, 
instructing since 1995. 

Jean·Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding - APCO Australia 

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581 
Ph: 01 5486 3048 - 0418 154 151 

Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com> 

(www.paraglidingrainbow.com] 
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HGFA Schools 
VICTORIA 

PARAGLIDING CENTRE 
We are based in Bright, NE Vidoria, widely 
renowned as Australia's best flying region. 
Bright has been host to numerous Australian & 
international competitions, 

Feel confident that you are learning with the 
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian 
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in 
paragliding since 1990 & instruding for over 
10 years. 

Courses 
• Introdudory & HGFA licence courSe 
• Thermal & XC dinics for all levels 
• SIV courses 
• Tow courses 
• XC tandem flights 
• Equipment Sales 

We are now conducting SIV courses. 
Se. website for details. 

Dealer for aU major glider manufacturers, Charfy reserves. 
Insider helmets & various accessories. 

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455 
www.activeflight.com.au 

Bright 
Victoria 

Intro and Full 
Licensing Courses 

Tandem Instructional 
Fl ights 

New & Used Gliders 
Harnesses 

BIOS Helmets 
Radios 
Varios 

Garmin GPS 
Reserves 

Flight Suits 
Flying Boots 

Mystic Membership 

<:na 
100 Gavan St Bright Vic 3741 
0357551753 - 0428 352048 

www.alpineparagliding .com 
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VICTORIA 

\., .... ",' .,'" "", .," 
~ ,II'I,,:f,:"";.\.f .1iio;//'/' 

Little over an hour from Melbourne 

Australia's Largest School 

Virtual Reality Hang Gliding Simulator 

Introductory & Full Licence Courses 

Tandem Introductory Flights 

Ground & Aero Tow Endorsements 

Cross Country Tours 

Equipment Sales, Hire & Trade In 

..... PhlFAX 0353,192!14') 

('(11dd dynap1tC'ILrtctconllt:'ctcorn au 

RolLHl 04Cl9 57fJ7~·1 

Jim (,417 36~:1;jb .;,lrnes 0419 ~L9234 

7)'5cot;E~ THE F~EE7)OH ! 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

MT BORAH, MANilLA is the one 01 the top 10 
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days 
than anywhere else in Australia . It has 4 large 
launches for nearly all wind diredions & easy, safe 
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge 
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST 01 the 2007 
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS! 
YOUR CFIIS GODFREY WEN NESS: The most 
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000 
hours airtime since 1988. World Record Holder 
- 335km (1998-2oo2),longest Tandem Flight in 
the World - 223km (2000-03). Multiple National 
Records, National XC league Winner (inaugural 
2001 & 2(02), CFI, Instructor Examiner. Australian 
Team Member. Prototype Test Pilot, HG FA Salety 
& Ops Committee (PG), International (amps 
Organiser. & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah. 
NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our lamous 9 day, 
live in, Novice licence (ourses, with genuine small 
class sizes «6), go well beyond the minimum 
requirements & include thermalling, ridge saar-
ing, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of 
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced 
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques 
& equipment costs only S 1720 (including 
accommodation and S400 equipment discount). 
THERMAlllNG, XC & OTHER TUITION: We spe' 
cialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group 
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher; 
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Inter
mediate, Advanced. Tandem, Motor & other ratings. 
HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than 
you think! 

• ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS fROM THE BEST 
BRANDS: Importer 01 Advance, flyte~ Hanwag 
and JOe. Stockist & service of all equipment. 
new & secondhand. 
CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah 
- its nice & quiet! Cabins lor just SISp/n (Sloo 
plw) & camping S6 (S35 plw), 

So come fiying with Manilla Paragliding, where the per
san who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain! 

Phone Godfrey Wenness on: 

02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546 

email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com> 

'The Mountain', Manilla, NSW 2346. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Australia's biggest distributor of 
Paragliding and Paramotoring 

products, all online at the best prices 

S •• our website for more details 

www.highadv.ntu .... com.au 

~ 
(0429) 844 961 

www.hlghadventure.com au 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Australia Wide Services 
HGFA Approved Paraglider 

Testing & Repairs 

Comprehensive testing and repairs 
to all paragliders 
Fully equipped service and repair 
agents for: 
Advance, Aerodyne. Airwave, Bio·Air, Gin, 
Gradient, Mac Para. Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, 
Paratech, Sky, Swing, UP 

• Full written report 
Harness repair and modifications 

• Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre 
Parachute repacking 

• Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, 
New Zealand and Asia 
Prompt turnaround 

Paragliding Repair Centre 

680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081 
Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550 

Email: <fly@waparagliding.com> 
Web: (www.waparagliding.com] 

August 2009 



M760 GLIDER SINGLE 
COMBO KIT 

INSPECTION, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE FOR 
ADVANCED COMPOSITE AIRFRAME STRUCTURES 



Peak Caps Slouch Hats 

SALE ITEMS 
E: office@hgfa.asn.au W: www.hgfa.asn.au P: 03933671 


